
 

First Presbyterian Church    
Rostraver Township, PA    

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and 

witness. As a Christ-centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek Godôs 
plan for each of us and all of us. We welcome everyone to journey with us as we 
strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  (Adopted October 10, 1998; 

revised February 2, 2013)     



24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  September 13, 2020 
Rev. Mary Kay Glunt, Pastor     
 

*You are invited to stand if able* 

Personal Prayer of Preparation: 

Forgiving God, whose strength enables us to stand against the temptations we face and 
whose judgment discerns our deepest motives, empower us by your Word to embody 
the spirit of Christ in our relations with one another, and in our care for all people, that 
oppression may end, desperate needs be met, and mercy be ex tended to all your 
children. Amen. 
 

 ï  ASSEMBLE IN GODôS NAME ï  

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH and ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Liturgist 

WELCOME AND JOYS AND CONCERNS Pastor  

CALL TO WORSHIP          Liturgist 

Leader:  Tremble, O earth, at the presence of God. 

    Let us remember God's marvelous works.  

People: Surely God has saved us in difficult times. 

    How can we forget God's guiding hand?  

Leader:  When evil surrounds us and we have been wronged,  

   God helps us turn the evil to good.  

People: We need not be afraid whatever happens.  
Leader:  We are in God's care wherever we go.  

Sing the praises of God, our strength. Know that God is majestic and        
holy.  

People: How great is God's mercy for all who worship!  
 We sense among us God's kindness and patience.  

 

INVOCATION       Liturgist 

Majestic God, who led our spiritual ancestors with a pillar of cloud that hid them 
by day and protected them by night, lead us through the threatening times in 
which we live. Save us from the floods of our own misplaced trust, as you saved 
them from the waters of the sea and the weapons of their pursuers. On this day, 
grant strength to those who are weak and support for all who are stumbling. Let 
every tongue praise you as we give account to you of our deeds. Amen. 
 



HYMN:    Crown Him with Many Crowns   
  
CALL TO CONFESSION:    Pastor 

Why do we pass judgment on our brothers and sisters? Why do we quarrel with 
those whose ways are different from our own? How can we despise another who 
is also a child of God? How can we ignore the suffering of other human beings? 
Surely we have much to confess to our God. 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

We bow before your judgment seat, O God. We have ranked our sisters and 
brothers by the faulty standards of our society to decide who is worthy of 
our attention. We have rejected those whom we dislike and have been 
harsh with those we think do not measure up. We have been quite willing to 
overlook our own faults as we look down on other people. O God, you have 
shown us a better way. Save us from the pain we inflict and help us to 
discover the blessing of forgiveness. Amen. 
 

 *SILENT CONFESSION 

*KYRIE:   Lord have mercy upon us; 
  Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord have mercy upon us. 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE:  Pastor 

God has pity on us and releases us from the debts we have accumulated. In the 
great design of the universe, we are equipped to receive this forgiveness only 
when we extend it to others. Jesus points us to unlimited willingness to forgive-
seventy times seven.  

How amazing is God's love for us and God's expectation of us! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI:  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning 
Is now and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen.  

*SHARING THE PEACE: (Social Distancing)  

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

Let us turn to one another to show a sign of Godôs peace.  



ï PROCLAIM THE WORD OF GOD ï  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION:  Congregation   
Living God, help us so to hear your holy Word that we may truly 
understand; that, understanding, we may believe, and, believing, we may 
follow in all faithfulness and obedience, seeking your honor and glory in all 
that we do; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:                  Psalms 103:1-2, 8-14 Liturgist  
 

Leader:  Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the 
end.  

People:   Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it  
with my whole heart.  

Leader:    Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it.  
People:   Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain.  
Leader:    Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; give me life in your ways.  
People:  Confirm to your servant your promise, which is for those who fear 

you.  
Leader:  Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances are good.  
People:  See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness give me 

life.  
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING:                     Romans 14: 1-12                               Liturgist 
 

ANTHEM:        Songs of Forgiveness       (Pre-recorded on March 6, 2019)                        
                   

 CHILDRENôS MESSAGE  

GOSPEL READING:                    Matthew 18: 21-35                           Pastor  
 

SERMON:                                  What to Do With Grace?                            Pastor  
                   

HYMN:    Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive    

 

*APOSTLES CREED  (Ecumenical Version) 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried, he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 



Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORDôS PRAYER       Rev. Mary Kay Glunt     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Day by day, dear Lord, of Thee three things we pray:  
to see Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly, 

       follow Thee more nearly, day by day.  

INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP Liturgist 

We are indebted to the Creator for all we have and for the precious gift of life it 
self. Nothing we can do will ever begin to repay this debt. Therefore, with 
gratitude, we extend to others the gracious acceptance and generosity we have 
experienced. Let us thank God with our offerings. 
 

*The offering plates are located at the front of the Chancel on the windowsills,  

or you can drop your offerings and tithes in the mail slot of the Parish House door.  
Thank you for your support of our Mission. * 

OFFERTORY  Donna Santoro  

*DOXOLOGY: 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise Him, all creatures here below. Praise Him, above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Congregation 

We honor you, O God, as we give. We know we do not live or die to 
ourselves but are a part of a large community, linked in ways beyond our 
knowing with you and all generations of your children. We are accountable 
to you and share in responsibility for one another and for the care of this 
planet. Thus, we dedicate our resources and our lives to you for the work 
of your realm. Receive our gifts and draw us to yourself. Amen. 
 

HYMN:       We Are Godôs People    



RESPONSIVE COMMISSION AND BLESSING  

We have observed this day to honor God. 

God's promises go with us as we depart. 
God upholds us and helps us to stand. 

We are grateful that God strengthens our faith. 

We do not live or die to ourselves. 

Christ has claimed us and offered us life. 

From Christ, we have learned to forgive. 
We have been taught to value every person. 
Let every knee bow daily before our God.  
Let every tongue give praise to the Almighty. 

God helps us turn evil into good. 
Every day we can know God's loving presence. 
Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION Pastor 
 

*POSTLUDE  

ï GO OUT TO SHARE THE WORD OF GOD ï 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Unless noted otherwise, liturgical pieces are from Taught By Love by Lavon Baylor 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


