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A boy, a little one, was serving in the Temple as 
a gift of thanksgiving from his mother. He was 
an answer to prayer, a gift to a barren woman, 
and Hannah gave him to the high priest, 
dedicating him to the Lord’s service, even 
before he was called by God to serve. We all 
know the story of Samuel’s call.  A young boy in 
the house of the Lord, Samuel was sleeping 
when he heard someone call his name.  
Assuming it was the high priest, he obediently 
ran to Eli.  But Eli hadn’t called.  It was God.  It 
took a few more calls for Samuel to realize it 
was God calling and to answer Him. 

Samuel was just a small boy, but he answered 
anyway. Perhaps he didn't feel qualified. He 
wasn't sure he knew what to do. But he 
answered God and said, “Here I am, Lord.” Who 
could imagine that God would call a small boy 
to do His work. Who would imagine that God 
would change people starting with a small child. 
But God did. God calls those whom God has 
qualified, not necessarily those who are 
qualified in their own minds. 

During the fall months we look forward to the 
next year, especially in the local church. On All 
Saints day we remember those who we have 
lost.  We celebrate Thanksgiving and we thank 
those who have served us.  And our nominating 
committee begins the work of nominating elders 
and deacons for service in the church. Some 
people don't want to work on a nominating 
committee, because they feel as if they are 
bothering people, that they need to convince 
people to do something they don't want to do. It 
is a hard job, one that requires listening closely 
to hear God’s voice and leading and to gain 
insight as to whom God has gifted and 
prepared.  

 

When the committee calls, however, like 
Samuel in the temple, we may feel small. We 
may feel as if we don't have the talents or the 
skills to lead, enough faith, or even the energy 
or temperament.  If we are tempted to say “yes,” 
we may do so to please the person asking, just 
as Samuel ran to Eli there in the Temple.  
However, if we trust those on the committee, 
recognizing that they aren’t simply filling empty 
seats at the table, but rather listening to God’s 
leading, we will hear not just the person’s voice, 
but rather the God who is calling our names. 

We recognize in the Presbyterian Church that 
God uniquely prepares, calls, and ordains 
people to various ministries in the church. 
Elders and deacons are ordained to ministry.  
Like a teaching elder, or minister, the church 
recognizes that God has called and prepared 
ruling elders and deacons to do the work of the 
kingdom of God, to provide for worship and 
fellowship, to bring individuals to Christ and to 
disciple them. We recognize that we all, even 
leaders, are works in progress, learning as we 
serve and seeking to please the Lord, not just 
people. 

Ruling elders and deacons are ordained for life, 
even when they aren’t actively serving on 
session or the deacon board.  But when they 
are active, they are a necessary part of the 
church, as necessary as ministerial leadership.   

Active ruling elders serve on the session of the 
local church, or the board.  These individuals 
make decisions about the administration of the 
church, about activities and outreach, about 
upkeep and improvement, and they partner with 
the pastor, or the teaching elder, to provide for 
worship and discipleship. Elders are not called 
to do the work of the church alone, however,  
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October Birthdays 

Oct. 3 Tyler Koons 

Oct. 6 
Sharon Zunic 

Lindsey McNeil 

Oct. 8 Karen Lynn 

Oct. 10 
Bill Weightman 

Jean Patterson 

Oct. 11 Mary Kay Glunt 

Oct. 12  Olivia Bukovitz 

Oct. 14 Joelle McWreath 

Oct. 15 
Patty Gillon 

John Koons 

Oct. 16 Janet Garlits 

Oct. 23 Ian Metikosh 

Oct. 29 Lori Lamberski 

  

October  Anniversaries 

Oct. 15 Curtis & Kathi Rice  

Does your special day, or that of 
another member not appear here?  
Contact the church office to help  

us update our records. 

“Getting to Know 

You” Class 
Thinking about joining FPC or transferring your 

membership?  Not sure what we are about?  
Want to learn more about us?  Join us on 

Sunday, October 17th, following worship, for a 
light lunch and a time of learning and fellowship.  

Not sure if you want to join?  That’s okay, we 
just want to get to know you, too!  We hope  

you will plan to join us. 

Please register by email or stop in or call the 
church office so we can be sure to have enough 

food and supplies for everyone attending.   
Questions?  Contact Pastor Mary Kay.

Community News 

ST. ANNE’S SPAGHETTI/RAVIOLI DINNER 

St. Anne's Catholic Church will be holding their 
spaghetti/ravioli dinner on Saturday, November 
6th. Sharon Zunic will be a contact person to 
purchase the tickets prior to November 6th. The 
tickets are $10 each. This is a pre-sale only 
event and you must have your ticket beforehand 
as no tickets will be sold at the door. More 
information to follow.  

JOHN ZUNIC INDUCTED INTO  
BVA FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME 

On Friday, September 24th, at the Belle 
Vernon/Thomas Jefferson football game, our 
own John Zunic was inducted because of his 
support and involvement in the program.  

John was a founding member of the Hall of 
Fame and worked tirelessly for the program.  
Sharon and the family were there to receive the 
honor for him.  And Belle Vernon beat Thomas 
Jefferson to boot!  Congratulations to the  
 Zunic family. 

BELLE VERNON LIBRARY JEWELRY SALE 

The fund-raising jewelry sale at the Belle 
Vernon Public library has been extended to 
Thursday, October 7th. Stop by and browse the 
jewelry and support our library at the same time.  



This holiday season, 
the Mission Committee 
will bring back the 
Angel Tree program. 
Through the Angel 
Tree, we have the 

opportunity to provide 
new clothing, toys, and 
other miscellaneous 

items for children and teens of needy families. 
Angel tags are labeled with the first name, age, 
and gender of a child/teen in need of presents. 
Community Action, teamed up with the 
Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau, will 
provide the names and tags. Next month we will 
have the names and set-up ready for everyone 
to choose an angel tag, or even two if you wish! 
Let’s help make Christmas a little brighter for 
these children!  

    Natalie Brewer 

October Communion Offering 

On the first Sunday of each month, we take an 
additional, special missions offering. The 
Mission Committee schedules these offerings to 
support varied ministries throughout the year for 
more information, or to be a part of the Missions 
Committee, contact Natalie Brewer. 

The October Communion offering, which will be 
received on Sunday, October 3rd, is our 
Worldwide Communion Day/ PCUSA 
Peacemaking Offering. We will use 25% of this 
offering for our congregation’s ministries to 
foster Christ’s peace.  Mid councils retain an 
additional 25% for ministries of peace and 
reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate 
for peace and justice in cultures of violence, 
including our own, through collaborative 
projects of education and Christian witness. 

Thank you for your faithfulness and kindness 
toward our community and those in need. 

Remaining Communion offerings in 2021 are: 

November:  Fisher House of Pittsburgh  

December:  Helping Hands  

Operation Christmas Child 

FPC is participating in 
Operation Christmas 
Child. Each year church 
groups put together shoe 
boxes of gifts for children 
throughout the world.  The 
boxes are distributed to children who don’t know 
that Jesus exists or that He loves them.  The 
shoeboxes are delivered by boat, airplane, 
donkey, camel, elephant, and by people 
carrying the boxes on their heads and walking 
to different, out-of-reach villages.  For some 
children, this may be the only “gift” they have 
ever received in their lives. 

This project, led by Lori Lamberski, along with 
FiPY, our youth group, is providing shoeboxes, 
information, and a list of allowable items.  You 
can include a personal letter for the child who 
will receive the box.  In addition, you can build a 
shoebox online on the website, which will be 
added to our goal page, or you can donate $25 
and we will shop for you. You can invite your 
friends and family to participate, as well. 

For each box donated, Operation Christmas 
Child will add a storybook about Jesus Christ 
and how He loves them. In addition, they will be 
invited to a class, where they will learn more 
about the Great Journey, and will receive a New 
Testament of their very own. 

Operation Christmas Child, has been spreading 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to every corner of the 
world. More than 75,000 pastors and church 
leaders share the Gospel every year at 
outreach events where shoebox gifts are 
delivered. The shoebox outreach events are 
planned and implemented by volunteers in the 
local church who know the culture and language 
best. Local believers are trained to present the 
Gospel in a child-friendly way. We work with the 
volunteer National Leadership Team to develop 
a strategy for evangelism, discipleship, and 
multiplication of believers and churches in their 
communities. 
 
Box due date is Sunday, November 14th.     

Mission News 



Recycling Opportunities 

Our denomination has a long history of caring 
for God’s creation, and we have a few 
opportunities for you to do so, as well. 

We collect aluminum cans to be recycled, 
donating proceeds to the church. Bring your 
bagged and empty cans to the rear of the 
parish house. We will recycle them. If you want 
to help with that task, let us know. 

We have a recycling bin in the fellowship hall for 
plastic water bottles, etc. Place your plastic 
bottles in the bin for pickup by our trash hauler. 

Finally, bring in your used and empty inkjet 
cartridges to be recycled. We will donate them 
to Pine Springs Camp, where they will be 
recycled for cash. All proceeds support the 
ministries and programs of Pine Springs Camp. 

Operation Plarn! 

Although we don’t see them, our community 
and those around us have an unseen popula-
tion of homeless individuals. They sleep where 
they can find a place, trying to stay dry and 
warm. You can be a part of helping these 
individuals by partnering with others recycling 
plastic grocery bags into water resistant mats 
for the homeless.  

Bring your folded 
plastic grocery 
bags to the church 
for processing. (It 
is much easier 
when the bags 
aren’t crumpled.) 
The bags are cut 
then made into “plarn” (plastic yarn), which is 
then crocheted into mats that will keep the 
homeless’ sleeping bags up off the wet or cold 
ground. If you have questions, contact B. J. 
Thomas, who is coordinating the program at our 
church.   

Jesus calls us to love all unconditionally. He 
also asks us to care for those who are in need. 
Jesus told his listeners, “And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my brothers, you did 
it to me’” (Matthew 25:40).  

Fellowship Hall Chair Lift 

As you may know, our lower chairlift has been 
broken for some months. We were unable to get 
parts to fix the old one, so session approved the 
purchase of a new, commercial, Savaria K-2 
chairlift to replace it. We finally received our 
permit from the township and are awaiting the 
state permit. The new chairlift will be installed in 
the next few weeks. 

The total cost, including installation, is $6,670.  
Session made a down payment on the 
purchase from existing funds, but your 
assistance would be appreciated in providing 
this necessary resource for our facility. Please 
mark your donation “chairlift,” or if you are 
giving online, designate your donation to our 
building fund and let us know it is for the 
chairlift. 

Thank you for helping make our fellowship hall 
accessible to all our members once again. 

College Prayer Emphasis 

Join me in praying for our young people, and 
those related to our church family, who are 
away at or community to and from college.  
Pray for protection, wisdom, and provision, but 
most especially, that they continue to find time 
in their lives for the Lord. 

Pastor is putting together a prayer list for our 
college students. Please email or call the 
church office with the names and contact 
information of your college students so we can 
pray and encourage them. 

Our Military Personnel 

During October we will be updating our active 
military personnel prayer board, currently 
located in the narthex of the church. If you have 
a son, daughter, grandkid, nephew or niece who 
is active, please contact the church with their 
contact information, rank, and a photo so we 
can pray for and honor them. 
 

If your loved one is currently on the board, we 
will be in contact to be sure the information is 
current. Thank you for your assistance. 



Pastor Letter (Continued from Page 1) 

but to lead others in doing the work of the 
church.  Active elders lead committees—
missions, property, finance, Christian education, 
etc., where members of the congregation join 
with them to do the work of God.  

Deacons are called to serve God through 
“compassion, witness, and service, sharing in 
the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, 
the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the 
oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or 
structures, or anyone in distress” (PCUSA 2019 
Book of Order). Deacons in the local church 
care for one another, provide encouragement, 
help, and many other things, simply taking 
Christian love to the next step.  

Think God may be calling you to serve in the 
local church? Why not stop to talk with me and 
share your thoughts? Do you have questions 
about serving? Let’s spend some time together. 
Feel unprepared? Sure, we all do at one time or 
another.  We believe that God calls and 
qualifies the individual to service, and perhaps 
God is calling you, too. “How do I know if God is 
calling me?”  Just listen. When you hear 
someone call your name, whether on the phone 
or in person, asking you to consider serving as 
an elder or deacon, pray and ask if God is 
speaking through the voice on the phone, 
through the person speaking to you, and 
answer, “Here I am, Lord.” 

    Blessings! 

 

 

Youth Group News 

BLESSING BOX PROJECT 

The Blessing Box, a suggestion by our youth 
group, is almost done! Thank you, Ray Helster, 
for your hard work and skill in preparing it for us. 

Once installed in front of the Parish House, we 
will be ready for your non-perishable food items, 
socks, kids’ underwear, gloves and scarves and 
hats, books, and other things that people can 
take as they have need.  We are also working 
on repairing an old chest for the parish house 
porch where we can place blankets, etc., for 
those who have need.  

SUNDAY EVENING YOUTH GROUP 

FiPY meets each Sunday evening at 6:30 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.  We watch videos, worship, 
play games, learn, and do projects.  We are 
currently practicing a song on chimes and 
planning service projects in the church and 
community.   

Helping One Another (HOA) 

The HOA ladies will meet at Szak’s Place, 1305 
Axton St. Belle Vernon, on Thursday, October 
7th, at 12:30 pm, for lunch and a meeting. 
Please contact Linda Aten for more information 
and to pre-order your lunch to make faster. 

World Communion Sunday 

Salad Luncheon 

Join us this Sunday, October 3rd, following 
worship, for our annual salad luncheon.  The 
deacons and elders will be bringing the food, 
and all are welcome to enjoy.  

Tuesday Bible Study 

Join us on Tuesday, October 5th, at 2 pm, as 
we resume our weekly Bible study. The study 
will be one hour long, and we will continue the 
study of the Book of Romans. A study guide will 
be available.    

Missed a Message? 

Just a reminder:  If you missed a broadcast  
phone message from the church: 

1. Call 877-698-3261 from the number where  
you received the call.  

2. Press 1 to select the most recent message,  
then press 1 again to confirm. 

That’s it!  Post this reminder near your phone  
so you have it handy when you need it.   

Of course, you can always call the church  
to get an update! 



Last year we had five vehicles present and 
several others who participated by donating 
candy for our first annual Trunk or Treat, an 
outreach to the children in our community.  At 
Trunk or Treat, we will gather together in our 
parking lot so children can “Trick or Treat” in a 
safe area.  Each person decorates their own 
vehicle (or a table behind it), and the kids 
“travel” from vehicle to vehicle to get their treats. 

Close to a hundred children came through our 
parking lot last year, and we hope to have even 
more this year.  Why don’t you join us and invite 
your neighbors and family members with 
children to make us a stop on for Halloween.  

For those of you giving out food at home or 
attending this event, please consider having 
something set aside for Teal Pumpkin kids—
kids who have nut, gluten, or other allergies.   

This will be a safe event for children in our 
community and their families. If the weather 
participates, we will also provide a “Harvest 
Escape Room” activity for the kids and their 
parents to learn more about Jesus. 

For more information, or to help with the event, 

talk to Mary Beth Burkley, Christian Ed. 

Chairperson, or Pastor Mary Kay 

Finance Update 

Thank you for your continued faithful support of 
the program and 
ministries of First 
Presbyterian.  
Although we have 
not reached the 
projected giving 
goals, and therefore 
have not completely 
funded our projected 
budget, our giving 
and fundraising has 
generally kept pace with our expenses.   

Within the next few months session will look at 
our finances in order to plan next year’s budget. 
Will you begin to consider your giving goals and 
pray, asking God what you will be able to 
contribute toward the ministries and programs 
of First Presbyterian? 

Whether or not you made a faith promise for 
2021, we pray that God will continue to bless 
you as you are faithful to God’s work. If you 
haven’t been able to keep up with your faith 
promise, or haven’t been giving to the church’s 
programs, we hope you will consider adding 
FPC to your list of spending.  



 



 
 
First Presbyterian Church 
501 Fayette Avenue 
Rostraver Twp. PA 15012 
 
 
 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Avenue, Rostraver Twp., PA  15012  

Church Offices:  511 Fayette Avenue 
Office Hours:  M - F:  9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone:  724-929-7616      Fax:  724-929-0209 
e-mail:   office@fpresbv.org 

Web:  www.fpresbv.org 
 

Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday:  Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday:  Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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