
The end of  
daylight savings 
time, which  
offers an extra  
hour of sleep  
(but dark too  
soon) is  
approaching. This seasonal change will occur 
this weekend, at 2 am on Sunday, November 
7th. So don’t forget to change your clocks and 
“fall back” Saturday night before you go to bed! 
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4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. (Philippians 4:4-7). 

Time truly seems to be flying faster and faster.  
It’s already November, and soon it will be 2022.  
As we have traversed the past 22 months, 
we’ve faced shut-downs, virus threats, losses of 
friends and family, and various roadblocks on 
the road to God’s plan for our congregation.  
And we have come through on the upside. With 
all that is happening among us, we can sense 
God’s hand leading and carrying us through. 

We look to the Puritans as the first celebrators 
of Thanksgiving, but there were many other 
times of celebration in other locations, not only 
in the “New World.”  As time passed, each state 
and region celebrated on their own timetables. 
In 1846, Sarah Josepha Hale suggested a 
“Great American Festival,” and in 1863 
Abraham Lincoln suggested the last Thursday 
in November as a day of Thanksgiving. 

As we plan for Thanksgiving here in the church 
and in our homes, and get into the full swing of 
the Christmas season, we may be tempted to 
get so busy in the preparations that we forgot 
the reason for the “season.” Whether cooking a 
big meal or a small one or traveling to someone 
else’s home, holidays can be stressful. So how 
do we balance the joy of holidays and family 
and friends with the cares and concerns and the 
exhaustion that plagues us?   

Paul’s instruction to rejoice in the Lord is the 

key to our moving through all that fights for our 
attention and emotions. Our rejoicing isn’t 
ignoring the problems and the stresses, but 
rather putting our concentration where it does 
the most good: in the Lord. When I focus on 
God’s presence and God’s love for me, I’m 
better able to traverse the rocky trails and find 
the blessings in every aspect of my days. 

I especially like v. 6:  “but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.” Even 
when we are stressed, even when we are 
weary, even when life isn’t what we hoped it 
would be, give thanks 

So why wait for the fourth Tuesday?  Let’s make 
an effort to give thanks—in all things—knowing 
that God cares for us. 

    Blessings! 

 

 

Pastor Glunt will be on vacation Nov. 19th--
28th.  The office will have the number of a 

minister if pastoral care is needed. 

  

From the Pastor 



November Birthdays 

Nov. 6 Marilyn Scanlon  

Nov. 10 Brennan Morgan 

Nov. 12 Taylor Rodriguez 

Nov. 14 Baileigh Horan 

Nov. 15 Lori Marr  

Nov. 17 Donna Mueller 

Nov. 18 Laura Raicos 

Nov. 20 Robert Roskovich 

Nov. 21 Erin Lostetter 

Nov. 22 Barb Peters 

Nov. 24 Nancy Koons 

Nov. 26 
Dennis Peters 
Amie Zeli 

Nov. 28 Ashley Chew 

Nov. 29 
Becky Moravec 
Matthew Bair 

Nov. 30 J.T. Mateka 

November  Anniversaries 

Nov. 1 Steven & Lisa Conger 

Nov. 9 Dan & Jennifer Davis 

Nov. 11 John & Marlene Amoroso 

Nov. 21 John & Nancy Koons 

Nov. 23 Michael & Jennifer Metikosh 

Nov. 24 Jeff & Katherine Bevan  

Does your special day, or that of 
another member not appear here?  
Contact the church office to help  

us update our records. 

Thank You 
To our wonderful church family:  We both want 
to THANK YOU for all the beautiful cards, calls, 
and prayers Gordon received during these last 

few months of his illness.  We both felt the 
warmth of Christian Love. The hospital said he 
received the most cards via computer than any 

other patient.  Progress has been slow, but 
every day seems better for him. 

Our love to you all—Gordon and Cicely.

New Member Reception and 

Congregational Meeting 

Join us on Sunday, December 6th for worship 
as we welcome our three newest members:  
Betty Jean (B. J.) Thomas, Doug Cole, and 
Dave Burdis.  

After worship we will have a congregational 
meeting to elect our deacons and elders for the 
upcoming term and to complete several 
unfinished terms.  Please plan to stay for this 
short meeting, then greet B.J., Doug, and Dave 
afterward as we fellowship downstairs. 

 

 

           2021 Christmas 

        Poinsettias 

 
                It’s time to order your Christmas 
Poinsettias, which can be purchased through  
the First Presbyterian Church Chancel Guild. 
The plants will be placed in the sanctuary for 
Christmas and can be taken home after the  
11 pm Christmas Eve Service. Forms will be 
available in the church or in the church office. 
 

Poinsettias are $8 each. Colors available are:  

       Red   White  Pink 
       Jingle Bells    Marble  Burgundy 
  Pink Peppermint 

Veterans Day 

We will recognize our veterans during worship 
on Sunday, November 14th. Please invite your 
friends and family who are active or veteran 
military personnel. 

We are updating our active military personnel 
prayer board.  If you have a family member who 
is active military, please contact the church  by 
November 10th with their name, rank, and a 
photo so we can pray for and honor them. If 
your loved one is currently on the board, please 
send us updated rank information and a current 
photo.  Thank you for your participation. 

  

  



 

This Christmas, the Mission Committee is doing 
the Angel Tree program. for which there is a 
huge need. Through the Angel Tree, we have 

the opportunity to provide new clothing, toys, 
and other miscellaneous items for children and 
teens of needy families. Angel tags are labeled 
with the first name, age, and gender of a 
child/teen in need of presents. Community 
Action, teamed up with the Westmoreland 
County Children’s Bureau to make this possible. 
Angel tags are available in the church. You may 
take as many angel tags as you please.  

    Natalie Brewer 

November Communion Offering 

On the first Sunday of each month, we take an 
additional, special missions offering. The 
Mission Committee schedules these offerings to 
support varied ministries throughout the year for 
more information, or to be a part of the Missions 
Committee, contact Natalie Brewer. 

The November Communion offering, which will 
be received on Sunday, November 7th will go to 
the Fisher House of Pittsburgh. Fisher House 
provides a “home away from home” for the 
families of Veterans and active-duty military 
who are hospitalized. 

Thank you for your faithfulness and kindness 
toward our community and those in need. 

 

Remaining Communion offering in 2021: 

December:  Helping Hands  

Operation Christmas Child 

Thank you to everyone 
who is participating in 
Operation Christmas Child 
at FPC. This project, led 
by Lori Lamberski, along 
with FiPY, our youth 
group, is providing shoeboxes, information, and 
a list of allowable items. You can include a 
personal letter for the child who will receive the 
box. In addition, you can build a shoebox online 
on the website, which will be added to our goal 
page, or you can donate $30 and we will shop 
for you. You can invite your friends and family to 
participate, as well. 

The shoeboxes will be delivered by boat, 
airplane, donkey, camel, elephant, and by 
people carrying the boxes on their heads and 
walking to different, out-of-reach villages. For 
some children, this may be the only “gift” they 
have ever received in their lives. 

Box due date is Sunday, November 14th. If you 
want us to shop for you, please donate by 
Sunday, November 7th. 
 

Blessing Box 

The Blessing Box has been 
installed in front of the 
Parish House!  We 
dedicated and filled the box 
after worship on Sunday, 
October 31st. 

Thank you, Ray Helster for 
building the box and 
Wayne Helster for helping 
install it. We are ready for 
your non-perishable food 
items (preferably dry items that won’t freeze), 
socks, kids’ underwear, gloves and scarves and 
hats, books, and other things that people can 
take as they have need.   

We are also working on repairing an old chest 
for the parish house porch where we can place 
blankets, etc., for those who have need. If you 
can be part of the team to carry it up and 
refinish it, give Pastor Mary Kay a call. 

Mission News 



Operation Plarn! 

Although we don’t see them, our community 
and those around us have an unseen popula-
tion of homeless individuals. They sleep where 
they can find a place, trying to stay dry and 
warm. You can be a part of helping these 
individuals by partnering with others recycling 
plastic grocery bags into water resistant mats 
for the homeless.  

Bring your folded 
plastic grocery 
bags to the church 
for processing. (It 
is much easier 
when the bags 
aren’t crumpled.) 
The bags are cut 
then made into 
“plarn” (plastic yarn), which is then crocheted 
into mats that will keep the homeless’ sleeping 
bags up off the wet or cold ground. If you have 
questions, contact B. J. Thomas, who is 
coordinating the program at our church.   

We meet every Wednesday in the Fellowship 
Hall of the church from 9 to 1 pm. Everyone is 
welcome to join us! You don’t have to be a 
member to attend, so invite your friends too! 

Would you like to get together with others at a 
different time, or work on them at home?  Let us 
know, and we will train you or put you together 
with another group. 

Jesus calls us to love all unconditionally. He 
also asks us to care for those who are in need. 
Jesus told his listeners, “And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my brothers, you did 
it to me’” (Matthew 25:40). 

 

Advent Giving Calendar 

We are repeating our Advent Giving Calendar 
again this year.  The calendar is enclosed.  

Beginning November 28th,we’ve made a 
suggestion for each day for items that can be 
donated to the food pantries or placed in our 
Blessing Box for those who find themselves in a 
pinch.  

Bring your items week to week or all at one 
time. The items will be gathered through 
Christmas Eve, then sorted and distribution by 
our youth group.   

The calendar is a guide, not a rule.  Participate 
as you wish and as you are able as we bless 
others through the blessings we have received. 

If you have questions, see Pastor Mary Kay or 
Natalie Brewer. 

 

Christmas Activity Book 

Once again this year, we will have Christmas activity/ 

coloring books for the children in our church. Created 

by our pastor using free graphics, this booklet takes 

the children through the Advent season in 

preparation for the celebration of Christmas.   

Be sure to pick them up when you come to  

church beginning Sunday, November 14th.    

You can even pick one up for yourself! 

. 

Missed a Message? 

Just a reminder:  If you missed a broadcast  
phone message from the church: 

1. Call 877-698-3261 from the number where  
you received the call.  

2. Press 1 to select the most recent message,  
then press 1 again to confirm. 

That’s it!  Post this reminder near your phone  
so you have it handy when you need it.   

Of course, you can always call the church  
to get an update! 

 



Youth Group News 

SUNDAY EVENING YOUTH GROUP 

FiPY meets each Sunday evening at 6:30 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. We watch videos, worship, 
play games, learn, and do projects. We are 
currently practicing a song on chimes and 
planning service projects in the church and 
community.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
PACKING PARTY 

Our youth group (and our members) have been 
invited to join Crossroads Community Church in 
Finleyville, Sunday, November 14th, from 3-5 
pm for an OCC box packing party.  The church 
collects items for the boxes, then packs the 
boxes all at one time.  If you would like to join 
us for this fun time of fellowship and mission, 
please contact Lori Lamberski, 724-858-5965. 

Helping One Another (HOA) 

Our women’s group, HOA, meets this coming 
Thursday, November 4th, at 12:30 pm at the 
church.  We will have a delicious lunch and 
discuss plans for our ministry and outreach. 
Contact Linda Aten for more information and to 
confirm your attendance. All women are invited 
to attend. 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Join us on Tuesdays, at 2 pm, for our weekly 
Bible study. We meet for one hour, and we will 
continue the study of the Book of Romans. A 
study guide is provided and is also available on 
our website.  

If you cannot attend on Tuesday afternoons, but 
would like to be a part of a Bible study group 
here at the church, contact the office to let the 
pastor know when you are available so we can 
find a time for a second group. 

Finance Update 

Session is working on a draft budget for 2022.  
The first budget is a “draft” budget detailing 
what we hope to accomplish in the next year 
and what it will cost. While we did not totally 
fund last year’s projected budget, which limited 
some of what we could do, your faithfulness in 
giving has allowed us to continue and expand 
our ministries to one another and to our 
community and world. 

Watch your mailbox for this year’s stewardship 
letter and your faith promise card. You will also 
receive the draft budget so you can see what 
your giving supports and how important your 
giving can be.  

A faith promise is just that:  A statement of what 
you are believing God will provide so you can 
support the ministries of the church in the 
coming year.  It isn’t a contract or dues, but 
rather a way for our session to plan our budget 
and programs. 

Please pray about and consider your 
commitment to the church in the coming year, 
then fill out and return the card so we can 
finalize our budget. 

God has called us to live a life geared not 
toward fear and scarcity, but rather recognizing 
God’s abundant provision to us, and our need to 
give thankfully in supporting and enacting God’s 
work in the world. If you made a faith promise 
last year, will you consider increasing your 
commitment?  And if you didn’t make a faith 
promise last year, will you consider making 
one?   

Thank you for your partnership in the gospel at 
First Presbyterian. 



Community News 

Human Trafficking Seminar 
The trafficking of individuals is rampant in our 
world and in our area. Join us at Marion Hall of 
St. Andrew’s Church at Marion Hall on 
November 16th at 7 pm ( hall beneath the 
church) of St Andrew the Apostle church,  624 
Washington Avenue, Charleroi.  

Roy Sarver will address the issue of human 
trafficking in Washington County. Refreshments 
will be served, and all are welcome. Husbands, 
wives, mothers, single, married, and anyone 
interested, are encouraged to attend.  

Parking on the street as well as lot below the 
church. Sponsored by the Man-Up Group of St. 
Andrews. 
 

BELLE VERNON AREA MINISTERIUM 

Community Thanksgiving Meal 
Once again, we will be hosting the BVAM Take-
out Thanksgiving Meal here at FPC. The meal 
will be served—TAKE-OUT ONLY—on 
Thanksgiving Day from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. 
Volunteers are needed as follows: 

• Individuals to take home and roast a turkey 
then bring it to the church on Wednesday. If 
you can carve and debone it first, that is even 
better.   

• Volunteers at the church on Wednesday 
(along with people from other churches) to 
help prepare sides for Thursday and to 
prepackage some of the items. 

• Volunteers throughout the day on Thursday to 
help cook (in the morning), serve (from 11:30-
1:30), and to help clean up afterward.  Even if 
you can volunteer for an hour or more, we 
would appreciate it.  

Contact Pastor Mary Kay for more information.  

Christmas Lessons and Carols 
This year’s Lessons and Carols service will be 
held at First United Methodist Church, Belle 
Vernon, on Sunday, December 12, 2021, time 
to be announced.  We need individuals to sing 
and/or perform.  If you are interested in 
participating, contact Pastor Mary Kay or Donna 
Santoro to coordinate.   

People struggle during the holidays for many 
reasons. If you or someone you know is struggling 
with loss this season, for any reason, join us for this 

four-part video and discussion event, Saturday, 
December 4th, from 2-4 pm, as we discover help 

and hope. Invite your friends, family, and neighbors. 
Please pre-register by Thursday, December 2nd, to 

reserve a space.  For more information, contact 
Pastor Mary Kay at the church office. 

 

Longest 
Night/ 
Blue 

Christmas 
Service 

Join us and invite your friends and family for our 
Longest Night/ Blue Christmas service on Saturday, 
December 19th at 4 pm, a time of healing and 
peace. 

The holidays, with all of their hype and noise, are 
sometimes too much to handle when we are 
grieving. Coinciding with the winter solstice, the 
longest night service is a time to rest, worship, and 
find hope even in the midst of the craziness of the 
holidays.  All are welcome to attend. 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 
2-4 pm  -  Fellowship Hall 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Avenue, Rostraver Twp., PA  15012  

Church Offices:  511 Fayette Avenue 
Office Hours:  M - F:  9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone:  724-929-7616      Fax:  724-929-0209 
e-mail:   office@fpresbv.org 

Web:  www.fpresbv.org 
 

Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday:  Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday:  Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 
MONESSEN PA  

15062 
PERMIT NUMBER 60 

 

http://www.fpresbv.org/
http://www.fpresbv.org/

