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It is almost Christmas! Have you done your 
shopping yet? What about your baking? 
Christmas cards? This time of year is almost 
always so busy for me that I end up sending 
“holiday” cards after Christmas, to cheer 
everyone up after the holidays are over! 

So much to do and so busy, that could describe 
the weeks from the middle of November through 
January 2nd. The last two years allowed us 
quite a bit of “down time” as we stayed home to 
eliminate risk of catching or spreading the virus, 
and it seems that society, to some point, has 
gotten used to the slower pace. For many of us, 
that’s a very good thing—giving us time to be 
with family, to actually be in our homes again, 
and so much more. And yet, Advent and 
Christmas call us out of our comfortable places 
to a place of discomfort, a place of challenge, a 
place of fear, all so we can find a thing of 
wonder. 

I was thinking about the Christmas story the 
other day. We remember the wonder and the 
peace, the silent night and the glowing mother, 
but do you ever think about the what ifs? Let’s 
talk just a bit about them. 

The silent night wasn’t a walk in the park for 
Mary. She made a decision to be God’s vessel, 
even though it caused her shame. That had to 
be a scary choice. And the trip to Bethlehem? 
Nine months pregnant?  

What if Mary told the angel, “You know, I’d 
rather do this the way we planned. I’ll have this 
baby, but after the wedding. You’ll just have to 
wait a few months.” What if Mary had said, 
“Joseph, I’m tired. You make the trip and I’ll be 
here when you get back.” 

Joseph had a few hurdles, too. Would people 
still purchase his work if they thought he had 

violated Mary before the wedding? Was this 
child really from God? And the trip, taking a 
ready-to-deliver woman on a journey? What if 
he said no or not now; I have other plans? 

What if the angels didn’t appear to the 
shepherds, announcing the birth of our Savior? 
No one would have known! What if the 
shepherds said, “Angels or not, we have work to 
do here. We have to feed the sheep and watch 
them. We’ll go in the morning.”? Who would 
have gone to the rest of Bethlehem spreading 
the good news of the birth?  

What if the Magi didn’t follow the star? They had 
plenty of other mysteries and prophecies to 
investigate. But they risked life and limb and 
wealth to find the King. 

As I thought about these things, I started 
thinking about my own life, about the times 
when I allow my comfort, my fears, and 
especially my busy-ness, to keep me from 
hearing God’s call, from being where God is 
leading me, from being a vital cog in God’s 
machine called the Church. 

Yes, the virus kept us home and changed how 
we “do” church, but has its specter also placed 
us in the “what-ifs”? Are we listening for the 
Spirit’s call and moving to the music of faith so 
we can—like Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, 
angels, and the Magi—be a part of the great 
story of the Savior’s birth and His returning for 
us one day?  

What if, instead of being safe, we went? What 
could God do through us? 

  Blessings and Merry Christmas! 

 

  

From the Pastor 



December Birthdays 

Dec. 1 
Maxine Brownlee 

David Neel 

Dec. 2 Judy Latchem 

Dec. 3 Jacob Davis 

Dec. 9 Billie Ryncosky 

Dec. 10 Scott Marklewicz 

Dec. 11 Tommy Rodriguez 

Dec. 12 Melissa Zeli 

Dec. 13 Janice Jupin 

Dec. 15 Ken Day 

Dec. 16 
Dennis Lynn 

Ethan Zeli 

Dec. 18 

Zack Brewer 

Anne McCorkle 

Eric Zunic 

Dec. 20 Terri Rubosky 

Dec. 24 

Bobbi Jo Huebner 

Frank Garofalo 

Carol Tragesser  

December Anniversaries 

Dec. 31 Brett & Mary Lou Berish 

Does your special day, or that of 
another member not appear here? 
Contact the church office to help  

us update our records. 

New Member Reception and 

Congregational Meeting 

Join us on Sunday, December 6th for worship 
as we welcome our three newest members: 
Betty Jean (B. J.) Thomas, Doug Cole, and 
Dave Burdis.  

After worship we will have a congregational 
meeting to elect our deacons and elders for the 
upcoming term and to complete several 
unfinished terms. Please plan to stay for this 
short meeting, then greet B.J., Doug, and Dave 
afterward as we fellowship downstairs. 

Giving Envelopes 

The 2022 giving envelopes have arrived and 
are located on the front pew of the church. To 
save the church the cost of postage, please pick 
up your box of envelopes today. 

Finance Update 

You will receive this year’s stewardship letter 
and your faith promise card next week, along 
with the draft budget so you can see what your 
giving will support and how important your 
faithful support is to FPC’s ministry and mission.  

Please pray and consider your part on this 
journey. When you determine the part of God’s 
provision you will commit to God’s work at FPC 
in the coming year, fill out and return the card 
so we can finalize our budget and plan for the 
coming year.  

A faith promise is just that: a statement of what 
you believe God will provide so you can support 
the ministries of the church in the coming year. 
It isn’t a contract or dues, but rather a way for 
our session to plan our budget and programs. It 
is a step of faith and dedication. 

This past year we received a government PPP 
loan, which was forgiven. That loan made up for 
the “hopeful” part of last year’s budget and, 
although we are still behind, it helped us meet 
our expenses and continue reaching out to our 
community. As we move into 2022, our session 
seeks to be good stewards of the ministry and 
mission of FPC.  

Thank you for your partnership in the gospel at 
First Presbyterian. 

  

Missed a Message? 

Just a reminder: If you missed a broadcast  
phone message from the church: 

1. Call 877-698-3261 from the number where  
you received the call.  

2. Press 1 to select the most recent message,  
then press 1 again to confirm. 

That’s it! Post this reminder near your phone  
so you have it handy when you need it.  

Of course, you can always call the church  
to get an update! 

 



People struggle during the holidays for many 
reasons. If you or someone you know is 
struggling with loss this season, for any reason, 
join us for this four-part video and discussion 
event, Saturday, December 4th, from 2-4 pm, 
as we discover help and hope. Invite your 
friends, family, and neighbors. Please pre-
register by Thursday, December 2nd, to reserve 
a space. For more information, contact Pastor 
Mary Kay at the church office. 

Longest 
Night/ 
Blue 

Christmas 
Service 

 
Join us and invite your friends and family for our 
Longest Night/ Blue Christmas service on 
Saturday, December 19th at 4 pm, a time of 
healing and peace. 

The holidays, with all of the hype and noise, are 
sometimes too much to handle when we are 
grieving. Coinciding with the winter solstice, the 
longest night service is a time to rest, worship, 
and find hope even in the midst of the craziness 
of the holidays. All are welcome to attend.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Services 

We will celebrate the coming of our Savior on 
Christmas Eve at 5:30 and 11 pm with scripture, 
song, and candlelight worship. We will also 
have special music from our youth group. Join 
us in person for this special service, at either 
time, or on Zoom, Facebook, or YouTube.  

Pastor Mary Kay is recruiting individuals to 
participate in either service as readers and/or 
special music. Please contact the office as soon 
as possible if you are interested. 

On this special night, when we remember the 
prophets, the shepherds, the angels, and the 
Child born to save us, make time to celebrate in 
worship and fellowship. 

 

New Year’s Eve Fellowship? 

Pastor needs your input! As we draw this year 
to a close, we’d like to gather for a time of fun, 
fellowship, and prayer, of course. Call the 
church office or email/text Pastor Mary Kay  
with your ideas for escorting 2021 out and 
welcoming 2022 in, early or late. 

 

  

Holiday Office Hours 

The office will be closed for the 
holidays on Christmas Eve,  

Friday, Dec. 24th,  
Monday, Dec. 27th, and  

Monday, Jan. 3rd. 



December Communion Offering 

On the first Sunday of each month, we take an 
additional, special missions offering. The 
Mission Committee schedules these offerings to 
support varied ministries throughout the year for 
more information, or to be a part of the Missions 
Committee, contact Natalie Brewer. 

The December Communion offering, which will 
be received on Sunday, December 5th will go to 
the Helping Hands. Helping Hands is an FPC 
fund used to assist those who are struggling 
financially. 

Thank you for your faithfulness and kindness 
toward our community and those in need. 

The Mission Committee will be preparing the 
new list very soon for the upcoming year. If you 
have any suggestions, please feel free to let 
Natalie know or any other member of the 
Mission Committee. Our calendar is always 
open for suggestions and for changes 
throughout the year due to events that may 
occur.  

Advent Giving Calendar 

Haven’t received your Advent Giving Calendar? 
You can get another at the information center at 
the front of the church or on our website. We’ve 
made a suggestion for each day of Advent for 
items that can be donated to the food pantries 
or placed in our Blessing Box for those who find 
themselves in a pinch. The calendar is a guide, 
not a rule. Participate as you wish and as you 
are able as we bless others through the 
blessings we have received. 

If you have questions, see Pastor Mary Kay or 
Natalie Brewer. 

Angel Tree 

You have stepped up to purchase gifts for  
35 underprivileged local children this Christmas.  
Gifts must be at the church by Sunday,  
Dec. 12th to allow for distribution before 
Christmas. Please bring them unwrapped and 
marked clearly with the child’s ID number, 
name, and family number.  

 

Christmas Child Report 

On Sunday, November 14th, we packed up the 
OCC boxes and transported them to the 
collection site at Crossroads Ministries in 
Finleyville. When session approved the idea, we 
weren’t sure how many boxes we would be able 
to fill. We thought maybe 25 but hoped for 
more.  

Congratulations to you! With your donations and 
your shopping skills, we delivered 54 Operation 
Christmas Child boxes, which will be shipped to 
children on Native American reservations and 
throughout the world. A few of us joined the 
collection church at their packing party. 

Our youth took your donations and shopped to 
fill 12 of those boxes, reserving money for the 
shipping fees. They had a great time shopping 
for kids less fortunate than they. (Sorry we 
forgot to take pictures.) 

A quote from the pastor: “I almost cried when I 
heard the number of boxes that were provided 
by the congregation. I remember how I felt 
when I wasn’t sure I could give our kids much 
for Christmas, so I’m sure your gifts will mean 
as much to the impoverished parents who are 
unable to give their children much more than 
the basics. Thank you, Lori Lamberski, for 
leading the effort. Thank you to the youth and 
their parents for shopping and filling boxes.. 
Thanks to ALL OF YOU for your generosity. I 
am consistently blessed to be a part of the First 
family.” 
 

Mission News 



Operation Plarn! 

Would you like to get together with others at a 
different time, or work on them at home? Let us 
know, and we will train you or put you together 
with another group. 

We are taking 
grocery bags and 
turning them into 
mats that will keep 
homeless 
individual’s 
sleeping bags up 
off the wet or cold 
ground. 

Although we don’t 
see them, our 
community and 
those around us 
have homeless 
individuals. They 
sleep where they 
can find a place. 
You can be a part 
of helping these 
individuals by 

partnering with is as we turn plastic grocery 
bags into water resistant mats for the homeless.  

We meet every Wednesday in the Fellowship 
Hall of the church from 9 to 1 pm (lunch 
provided). Everyone is welcome to join us! 
There are tasks for all skill levels, and if you can 
crochet (or want to learn), we especially want 
you! Invite your friends too! 

Jesus calls us to love all unconditionally. He 
also asks us to care for those who are in need. 
Jesus told his listeners, “And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my brothers, you did 
it to me’” (Matthew 25:40). 

If you have questions, call the church office or 
B. J. Thomas, coordinator of this project. 

December 

Food and Fellowship 

Our December Food and Fellowship will be  
held Tuesday, December 16th, from 11 am to  
1 pm. As always, the meal is free, and 
donations received support our area food banks 
and the Presbyterian Hunger Fund. 

Food and Fellowship began as a community 
meal but was taken over by First Presbyterian. 
F&F is open to everyone, and take-out meals 
are available. So whether you are coming to 
enjoy the fellowship or because you are hungry, 
join us! And those preparing the meals will 
never turn away a helping hand! 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Join us on Tuesdays, at  
2 pm, beginning Tuesday, 
December 7th for a four-
week Bible study by Max 
Lucado called “Because of 
Bethlehem.” This four-
session video-based study 
reveals that “because of 
Bethlehem, we have the 
promise that God is always 
near us, always for us, and 
always with us.” 

If you cannot attend on Tuesday afternoons and 
would like to be a part of a Zoom-based Bible 
study group, contact the office to let the pastor 
know when you are available so we can find a 
time for a second group. 

Coming in 

January 

Beginning January 11th, 
our Tuesday Bible study 
will be exploring Twelve 
Women of the Bible:  
Life-Changing Stories for 
Women Today. All are 
invited to join us (even 
men!). Study guide not 
required but can be 

helpful for devotional purposes. If you want a 
copy of the study guide, you can order it on 
Amazon or call the church office, and we will 
order it for you ($8.99).  



Youth Group News 

SUNDAY EVENING YOUTH GROUP 

FiPY meets each Sunday evening at 6:30 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. We will also meet on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm during December to 
prepare for Christmas Eve. 

NOTE: We will meet at 7 p.m. on Sundays, 
December 5th and 12th, due to scheduling 
issues. BRING YOUR CHIMES! 

 

Ministerium News 

Thanksgiving Meal 

The annual Thanksgiving meal went well with 
the help of our members and those of multiple 
other churches. Over 150 meals were served, 
and over $400 was raised to support the 
ministerium’s outreach to the community. 

BVAM wants to thank First Presbyterian for 
hosting this annual meal once again and for 
your support and partnership. 

Lessons and Carols 

Join us in person and online at First United 
Methodist Church, 200 State Street, Belle 
Vernon, 6:30 pm, for our annual Lessons and 
Carols service. This annual event was online 
only last year, but we are once again meeting in 
person. Please wear a mask to enter the facility 
to keep yourself and others safe. 

For more information, please contact First UMC 
at (724) 929-4696. 

Christmas Activity Book 

Don’t forget to pick up 
a Christmas activity/ 
coloring book. Created 
by our pastor, this 
booklet takes children 
through the Advent 
season in preparation 
for the celebration of 
Christmas. You can 
even pick one up for yourself! 
 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas 
season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and 

celebrate the wondrous gift of  
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

God has blessed the Church with incredible 
leadership in every time and place, but those 
leaders often need to be supported by their 

communities as well. This Offering addresses 
the support needed by some of our leaders, 
including supporting leadership development 

for communities of color, and providing support 
for Presbyterian church workers in their time of 

need. 

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a 
cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 

1930s. The Offering distributes gifts equally to 
the Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges equipping communities of color. 

The Assistance Program provides critical 
financial support to church workers and their 
families. Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges provide education and leadership 

development while nurturing racial and ethnic 
heritage. This has been a Presbyterian 

commitment for nearly 140 years. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received 
throughout the month of December, 

culminating on Christmas Eve. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Avenue, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Avenue 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616   Fax: 724-929-0209 
e-mail:  office@fpresbv.org 

Web: www.fpresbv.org 
 

Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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