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I wanted to take a moment to thank you all for 
your kindnesses during the holidays.  I’ll be 
sending individual notes, but please know that I 
am thankful, blessed, and honored to serve 
alongside each of you. 

Each new year we make plans, work on 
changes, and vow to be better than before. And 
yet, most of the time, we find ourselves in quite 
the same as before. I’ve been thinking about a 
song that I heard a long time ago that really 
shaped my spiritual life. It is called “I Am a 
Servant,” and it goes like this. 

I am a servant, I am listening for my name. 
I sit here waiting, I've been looking at the game 
That I've been playing,  
and I've been staying much the same. 
When you are lonely,  
you're the only one to blame. 

I am a servant, I am waiting for the call. 
I've been unfaithful, so I sit here in the hall. 
How can you use me when I've never given all? 
How can you choose me when you know I'll 
quickly fall? 

So you feed my soul, and you make me grow, 
And you let me know you love me. 
I am worthless now, but I've made a vow, 
I will humbly bow before Thee. 
O, please use me; I am lonely. 

I am a servant getting ready for my part. 
There's been a change,  
a rearrangement in my heart. 
At last I'm learning,  
there's no returning once I start. 
To live's a privilege, to love is such an art, 
But I need your help to start. 
O please purify my heart; I am your servant. 

I Am A Servant, words and music by Larry 
Norman 

How many times have I found myself engrossed 
in my tasks, duties, commitments, and so much 
more to the detriment of my relationships with 
God and others? This song reminds me, again 
and again, that I am in a process of change, 
growth, and preparation which will only be 
complete when I arrive at my heavenly home. 
However, instead of just waiting for the “great 
by and by” and continuing on as I have been,  
I must be open to the growth God wants to 
nurture in me. 

Too often we aren’t mindful of what we think, 
what we feel, and what we experience, or we 
make excuses for them. Often, we blame others 
for our losses and sadness or look to them for 
the positive meaning in our lives, instead of 
allowing God to fill that place in us. 

I’m making a new commitment this year to 
mindfulness. Oxford dictionary calls it “a mental 
state achieved by focusing one's awareness  
on the present moment, while calmly 
acknowledging and accepting one's feelings, 
thoughts, and bodily sensations . ..” In other 
words, I’m trying to slow down, to continue to 
self-examine and allow God’s grace and mercy 
to not only forgive me, but to change me, as 
well. 

In this new year, my prayer is that we, together, 
can find new avenues of fellowship, of prayer, 
and of growth so that we can continue on the 
journey and bring others along with us. 

  Blessings, 

 

  

From the Pastor 



January Birthdays 

Jan. 1 Marguerite Patterson 

Jan. 2 
Terry Lape 

Jennifer Orr 

Jan. 4 
Jim Barak 

Tori Callaway 

Jan. 5 Thomas Bair 

Jan. 7 Joe Kennedy 

Jan. 11 Daniel Davis 

Jan. 15 Harold Huzela 

Jan. 16 Duane Nelson 

Jan. 21 
Rose Smaracheck 

Brenda Benyak 

Jan. 26 Sharon Roskovich 

Jan. 29 Brenton Weightman 

Jan. 31 Chad Day  

January Anniversaries 

Jan. 26 Doug & Nancy Cole 

Gordon & Cicely Rutherford  

Does your special day, or that of 
another member not appear here? 
Contact the church office to help  

us update our records. 

 

 

Thank you, Becky  

We want to thank Becky Mutich Moore for her 
dedicated work with our chancel flowers and on 
the Chancel Guild. Although she is still a 
member of First Presbyterian, she will be 
attending Rehoboth with her husband, Ed for 
the time being.  

Flower duties are being reassigned. Watch for 
more information. Until then, please call the 
office with questions.  

 

 

February Birthdays 

Feb. 2 Jennifer Metikosh 

Feb. 3 June Kefover 

Feb. 6 
Ann Cochran 

Tara Callaway  

Feb. 9 Don Brick 

Feb. 18 Joe Burnsworth 

Feb. 21 Eva Bukovitz  

Feb. 22 Bruce Patterson  

Feb. 26 Susan Aten  

Feb. 27 

Nancy Komlos 

Rosemary Strenske  

Zachary Jupin  

February Anniversaries 

Feb. 10 Ray & Dorothy Helster  

 

Session News 

Session met on January 20, 2022, and 
appointed new committee chairs.  Also, we 
voted to change the day and time of the monthly 
meeting.  Beginning in February, session will 
meet on the third Sunday of the month at  
11:30 am, immediately following worship.  We 
will share a meal together and do the work of 
leading the congregation. However, the work of 
the church isn’t done only by the session.  We 
need you to contribute your gifts and talents by 
being a part of our committees.  Contact the 
following committee chair for more information 
on how you can participate. 

Finance Committee:  .........Lori Lamberski 

Stewardship:  .....................Bobbi Jo Huebner 

Music and Worship ............Sharon Zunic 

Memorials and Bequests ...Carol Tragesser 

Property/Grounds ..............Mike Moravec and 
                                           Dee Hepple 

Membership .......................B.J. Thomas 

Personnel ..........................Judy Latchem 

Christian Education ...........Mary Beth Burkley 

Food and Fellowship .........Jane Bonari 

Nominating ........................Lori Lamberski 

Mission ..............................Natalie Brewer 



 

To my Family at First Presby, 

     How do I say goodbye after 42 years of 
being your organist? It is not easy, but the time 
has come. For those of you who do not know, it 
all began in August 1979 when I received a 
phone call from Dr. Talman. He was retiring and 
had hoped to have the organ played at his last  
service. Their church organist, Betty Bunardzya, 
had passed away, so they were without an 
organist. How could I say no to that request?  

One Sunday led to another, and in November 
1979 I was asked to accept the organist position 
full time. I was a little unsure because Ronnie 
and I had just gotten married in July and even 
though he worked shifts in the mill and did not 
have every weekend off, I did not want to be 
tied down on the weekends in case he was off 
and wanted to go away. Session said they 
would work with me. My Uncle Tom (Wilkinson) 
had been raised in this church, and his parents, 
Valeria and George Wilkinson, had been active 
members. I felt that this was something I could 
do for Uncle Tom, so I accepted. Everyone at 
First Presby welcomed me and my family with 
open arms. 

     In my 42 years here, I have worked with five 
ministers, as well as several interim ministers 
and pulpit supply persons. One particular pulpit 
supply minister will never leave my memory. 
Rev. Johnson was running late, so I started my 
prelude, and during the prelude he arrived. He 
started to step into the pulpit area, looked at 
me, smiled, and dropped over dead!! I tried to 
be very “cool,” so I did my best to get the 
attention of the choir, which was not easy, but 
finally succeeded. Needless to say, that was a 
day I will always remember.  

     When I became choir director in the early 
2000s, we did some rebuilding. I had 
remembered all the Christmas Cantatas we had 
done at the Methodist Church, so I asked the 
choir if they would like to do a cantata, and they 
agreed. Our first cantata was a success, so we  

 
continued. We even invited friends from outside 
the church to come join us. Kathy Rice is one of 
those friends. She and Becky worked together 
at Children’s, and Becky told her about our 
cantata. Kathy agreed to come sing with us, and 
she has been singing in our choir ever since. 
We have a good group of people in our choir. 
Everyone gets along like brothers and sisters. 
There may not be a lot of us, but we sing from 
the heart. If you did not see us and only heard 
us, you would think that there was a least 15 of 
us singing. 

     When the church had an anniversary 
celebration, I asked around for names of former 
choir members from as far back as anyone 
could remember. I reached out to each one, 
inviting them to join in a special anniversary 
choir. I selected an easy anthem and, on that 
Sunday, before the church service, we gathered 
together downstairs and practiced. That Sunday 
there were close to 40 current and former choir 
members who had gathered from out of the 
area and even out of state. I had tears as they 
made a “joyful noise unto the Lord”. 

     I have so many wonderful memories of my 
42 years here at First Presby. The members of 
this church really do fulfill the scriptures in 
Matthew 25:31-46. My family can attest to that. 
Any time we have had any medical situations or 
a family death, the members of First Presby 
have been there for us with cards, phone calls, 
visits, food, and funeral home visits. You do not 
realize how something so small can mean so 
much until you are on the receiving end. The 
friendships I have made here are priceless, and 
I will treasure every one of them.  

      May God continue to bless all of you, 

Donna  
 

Thank you, Donna!  

We will miss you, too.  

Thank you for 42 Beautiful Years 



Stewardship Committee 
Bobbi Jo Huebner, Chair 

Stewardship. What do you think of when you 
see that Word? Many of us think immediately of 
money. We recall that time in our 
congregation’s like when we are asked to make 
a financial commitment for the coming year. At 
some level, however, we are aware that 
stewardship is more than money. Stewardship 
is how we live out our calling as followers of 
Christ. Stewardship is what we do after we say 
that we believe.  

These are the signs of a financially healthy 
congregation:  

 Understand that all giving, of ourselves as well 
as our financial resources, is in response to 
God’s goodness and generosity. God gives, 
then we respond, and we spend our lives 
learning and growing in our response.  

Break down the false dichotomy of money and 
spirituality /  worship allowing the subject of 
money to have a place within worship service.  

Understand that the offertory is an integral part 
of corporate worship. Just as we present an 
offering of wine and bread to God’s table, we 
present ourselves as an offering through our 
financial gifts.  

Talk about money openly and candidly in all 
aspects of the church’s life, realizing that how 
we use our money says a great deal about our 
values and priorities.  

Engage in mission beyond its own doors and 
interprets this mission (both local and 
worldwide) through a planned year-round 
program. When people know how their money 
is used to do God’s work, they are reinforced in 
their giving.  

Plan long-range for it range for its program 
objectives and financial needs. Budget 
development is a long-term process.  

Stewardship is how we use our God-given gifts; 
it is how we use our talents, our time, and our 
resources. These are very familiar words, yet 
they carry a ring of truth. Stewardship is the way 
we use all our resources to carry on Christ’s 
work of reconciliation in the world. In our lives 
as stewards, the gifts we offer—time, talent, and 
financial resources, are holy gifts. They are 
symbols of love and signs of grace that are 

offered out of joy and devotion. These gifts are 
not dues to be paid or entrance fees to be 
offered. They are gifts of love. These gifts that 
we offer to God are symbols of our covenant of 
love with Jesus Christ, made in response to our 
understanding of Christ’s great love, which was 
offered first to us. If you have not submitted a 
faith promise it is not more about stewardship 
and what you can do to help our church.  

Tuesday Bible Study 

Tuesday Bible study meets 
each Tuesday at 2 p.m. and at 
6:30 p.m. on Zoom. We are 
exploring Twelve Women of the 
Bible: Life-Changing Stories for 
Women Today. 
All are welcome to join us for 
this video-based study. A study 
guide is available, though not 
required to participate. We 
have additional copies of the study guide 
available at $8.99, or you can order them 
through Amazon.com or Christianbook.com. As 
of this newsletter, we are on Session 4 of 12.  
Copies of the video are available for those who 
want to catch up. 
 

Youth Group News 

SUNDAY EVENING YOUTH GROUP 

FiPY meets each Sunday evening at 6:30 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. We enjoy contemporary 
worship, games, videos, and activities.  The 
youth group is also involved in mission 
activities.   

In addition, for safety and security purposes, we 
are recruiting adults to serve as youth sponsors.  
Insurance guidelines tell us that youth should 
never be alone with one adult. If you are willing 
to join with Pastor Mary Kay and the youth from 
time to time, contact Mary Beth Burkley 
(Christian ed. chairperson). 

We will be working on a chimes project for 
Easter. We’d love to have others join us. 
Contact Pastor for information. 

  



Communion Offering 

The Mission Committee will be preparing the 
new list very soon for this year. If you have any 
suggestions, please feel free to let Natalie know 
or any other member of the Mission Committee. 
Our calendar is always open for suggestions 
and for changes throughout the year due to 
events that may occur.  

January’s communion offering supported  
Fisher House of Pittsburgh. Thank you for your 
generosity to assist the families of veterans so 
they can be near to their loved ones in the VA 
Hospital of Pittsburgh while receiving treatment. 

February’s Communion offering will support 
Leader Dogs for the Blind. The programs are 
designed to provide clients with the tools 
and training to reintroduce them to a life of 
confidence, safety and independence. 

 

.Advent Calendar Project 

Once again, you have made a difference in the 
lives of others through your shared giving 
throughout Advent. All of the items collected will 
be delivered to area food banks, shelters, and 
placed in our Blessing Box. Thank you for your 
kindness and help. 

Little Things for Little People 

LTLP, a ministry of the Belle Vernon Area 
Ministerium, has moved!  On Tuesday, January 
18th, we moved everything to First United 
Methodist Church, 200 State Street. Thanks to 
everyone who helped. 

With the change in location, LTLP is adding an 
extra distribution day each month, to coincide 
with the Clothes 4 U clothing distribution there 
at FUMC. Our coordinator is Nancy Komlos.  
We are currently scheduled for the following 
dates.  We need 2-3 helpers for LTLP, but more 
are welcome to assist with Clothes 4 U. 

January 25   April 26 

February 22   June 28 

March 22 

Operation Plarn! 

We continue to meet together on Wednesdays 
from 9 am to 1 pm. We look forward to working 
together to make a difference in the lives of 
others. 

We are taking grocery bags and turning them 
into mats that will keep homeless individual’s 
sleeping bags up off the wet or cold ground. 

We meet every Wednesday in the Fellowship 
Hall of the church from 9 am to 1 pm (lunch 
provided). Everyone is welcome to join us! 
There are tasks for all skill levels, and if you can 
crochet (or want to learn), we especially want 
you! Invite your friends too! 

If you have questions, call the church office or 
B. J. Thomas, coordinator of this project. 

Welcome Home 

We continue to support Welcome Home, a 
family homeless shelter in Greensburg that not 
only gives the homeless a place to stay, but 
also educates them to help them to move into 
regular housing within 90 days. We have a box 
for this program in the church foyer. Judy 
Latchem is the contact for this program. Some 
of the things that are needed include:  

Mission News 



Operation Christmas Child 

In November you helped our Youth Group and 
others pack 54 shoeboxes to send to kids all 
around the world for Christmas!  We would like 
to be able to pack 80 shoeboxes as our goal for 
this year.  Session has approved a year-long, 
monthly collection to make it easier to reach 
that goal. We will have a bin set up for the 
items.  We will receive the January items 
throughout February. 

January—Hygiene items: toothbrushes, 
toothbrush covers, floss, deodorant 

February--Hair accessories: brush, comb, hair 
ties, headbands, etc. 

March--Small Bibles, storybooks, devotionals 
for kids, etc. 

April—Small stuffed animals or dolls, quality 
crafts 

May—Notebooks/coloring books, crayons, 
markers, colored pencils 

June—Flip-flops, sunglasses, hats 

July—Small puzzles, games (cards, brain 
teasers, jump rope, ball with pump, etc.) 

August—Bars of soap and washcloths 

September—Pens, pencils, erasers, small 
pencil boxes or pouches, sharpeners, small 
rulers 

October—Small toys (cars, yo-yos, music 
makers, flashlight with batteries, etc.), basic 
tools 

November—Donation of $9 to ship each box. 

 

 

Blessing Box 

The Blessing Box continues to reach out to our 
community through your generosity and 
donations. In addition to the blessing box, we 
have another box on the Parish House front 
porch, which holds items such as blankets for 
those who may have trouble keeping warm.  
Just last Friday afternoon, our pastor helped 
two women get food and blankets to help their 
families. People are using this outreach and are 
thankful for your help.   

Belle Vernon Public Library 

Celebrates 85 Years 

Congratulations to our library on 85 years serving 
the community and providing reading enjoyment 
and learning for all. Thank you all who are and 
have been involved for your hard work to make 
and keep our local library a hub of learning, 
enjoyment, and fellowship! 

Food and Fellowship 

F&F was canceled last month because of the 
weather, but we are planning to meet once 
again this month on February 15th.  

As always, we would appreciate any help as we 
reach out to the community with food and funds.  

The meal is free, but donations are accepted. 
All funds donated go (1/3 each) to the 
Westmoreland and Fayette food banks and to 
the Presbyterian Hunger Fund. 

 

 

No-Sew Projects for Shoeboxes 

https://www.pinterest.com/OperationChristmasChild/no-sew-projects-for-shoeboxes/ 

 

Ministerium and 

Community News 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Avenue, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Avenue 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616   Fax: 724-929-0209 
e-mail:  office@fpresbv.org 

Web: www.fpresbv.org 
 

Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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