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"Shining the Light of Christ in the Mon Valley" 

March 2022

I saw a meme the other day that really reflects 
where we are in the Mon Valley. It has been 
posted all over the internet, but I think it really 
describes what we are experiencing: 
The 12 Seasons of PA 
Winter 
Fool’s Spring 
Second Winter  
Spring of Deception   
Third Winter 
The Pollening 
Actual Spring 
Summer 
The Devil’s Front Porch 
False Fall 
Second Summer 
Actual Fall 
While this is amusing, it does remind us that life 
has many seasons, and not all of them are 
enjoyable or welcome!  
In a few days we will enter the liturgical season 
of Lent. This is a time when we emphasize 
introspection, self-examination, and spiritual 
growth in preparation for the celebration of 
Christ’s resurrection.  
Unfortunately, we tend to look at Lent as a time 
of suffering or going without—basically because 
of the tradition of “giving something up” for Lent. 
We drape the chancel in purple and wear ashes 
on Ash Wednesday and talk about repentance. 
And yet, Lent is really a time of grace and of 
invitation—invitation to wholeness and freedom 
and new life. 
When they were mourning the ancients would 
put ashes on their heads or sit in the ashes to 
show they were repentant.  The ashes on your 
forehead or hand on Ash Wednesday might 
make you think of sin and guilt, but this year I 
hope you will see the ashes a bit differently.  
There is one ceremony in the Old Testament, 

found in Numbers 19, the offering of the red 
heifer. The spotless animal would be sacrificed 
and burned, and the ashes stored in a clean 
place to be used with waters of purification. 
These waters with the ashes would wash, 
ceremonially, the person’s uncleanness away. 
On Ash Wednesday, we take the ashes of 
palms branches, like those we had waved the 
previous year to celebrate Christ’s triumphal 
entrance, and we place them on our foreheads. 
Like the ashes of the red heifer, these ashes 
remind us of two things: (1) we are human, 
weak, and often struggle with that weakness 
and with sin, and (2) Christ’s presence with us, 
his humanity and sinlessness, and His sacrifice 
for our sins, brings us wholeness, forgiveness, 
and new life. 
So this year, when you get the ashes, or even if 
you don’t, and while you observe the season of 
Lent, instead of thinking about what we cannot 
have—whether chocolate or some other 
pleasure—why not think about what we do have 
and celebrate that each day. 
We have freedom from guilt and shame. 
We have forgiveness and restoration. 
We have love that will never leave us alone. 
We have the possibility of change and growth. 
We have blessings received from God with 
which we can bless others. 
We have family that goes beyond flesh and 
blood, an eternal family that cannot fail us. 
But most of all, we have a Savior who, daily, 
invites us to newness, to hope, and to joy. 
   

Blessings, 

 

  

From the Pastor 

------------------YOU ARE HERE 



March  Birthdays 

March 6 Nicole Barak 

March 7 Nan Jones 

March 10 Karen Strenske 

March 11 Natalie Brewer 

March 13 Jane Bonari 

March 20 Ariana Berish 

March 21 Harold Huzela 

March 22 
Brad Orr 

Jeff Bevan 

March 23 Ellis Merklin 

March 24 
Kelsey Roskovich 

Joshua Conger 

March 28 

Gordon Rutherford 

Brenda Kennedy 

Maren Metikosh 

Lisa Conger 

March 30 Jacob Conger  

 

Does your special day, or that of 
another member not appear here? 
Contact the church office to help  

us update our records. 

 

 
Ministerium Lenten Liturgy 

Services 

 
Each Wednesday in Lent 
March 9-April 6, 12 noon 

All services will be at First Presbyterian. 
 

Join us for this annual program of prayer, Bible, 
and worship. Each week a different BVAM 
pastor will lead. Due to COVID, we will not be 
serving lunch again this year. Services will be 
streamed on Facebook live. 

 

 

 

 

PLANT SALE 

COMING UP 
 

We are planning to 
have a plant sale in 
mid-May – date to be 
announced soon!  
 

Please save any food- 
containers -yogurt- 
cottage- egg cartons 
and bring them to 
church.  
 

You can help either by rooting cuttings from 
your house plants or bringing the cuttings to 
Church, and we’ll root them for you.    
 

We need folks to help with the planting and the 
sale – contact Fred Exley if you are interested.  
 

Stay tuned.  More details to follow!  
 
 

 

Easter 

Flowers 
 

It’s time to order 
flowers to be placed in 
the sanctuary for 
Easter. The price for 

all flowers is $10. If you would like to order 
flowers, please complete the order form, 
available in the church and in the office. Put it in 
an envelope with the payment (marked 
EASTER FLOWERS) and place it in the 
collection plate, give to Susan Aten, or call the 
office at 724-929-7616. The ABSOLUTE last 
day to order flowers is Sunday, March 13th. 
No late orders can be accepted. Please make 
all checks payable to First Presbyterian Church. 
We are offering Mums, Tulips, Easter Lilies, and 
Hyacinths of all colors!   
 
Mums: White, Yellow, Purple, and Pink 
Tulips: Red, Pink, Yellow, Purple, White, and   

Bi-color 
Hyacinth: White, Blue and Pink  
 
 



 

Communion Offerings 
Natalie Brewer, Chair 

 

The Mission Committee has prepared the list for 
the new year. Our calendar is always subject to 
change throughout the year due to any events 
or special needs that may occur.  
 

January- Fisher House  
 

February- Leader Dogs for the Blind 
 

March- North Belle Vernon Fire Company 
 

April- Pine Springs Camp 
 

May- Domestic Violence Services for 
Washington and Fayette County 

 

June- Ryan’s Run 
 

July- Little Things for Little People 
 

August- Salvation Army 
 

September- North Belle Vernon Police 
Department 

 

October- World Wide Communion, PCUSA 
Peace Offering   
 

November- The Welcome Home Shelter 
  
December- Helping Hands 
 

March’s communion offering will support the 
North Belle Vernon Fire Company. Thank you 
for your generosity to helping support our local 
fire department.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Natalie or any other member of Mission 
Committee. Thank you for ongoing support of 
our Mission Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Committee 
Bobbi Jo Huebner, Chair 

 

If you give to others, you will be given a full 
amount in return. The way you treat others is 

the way you will be treated. 
Luke 6:38 

 

What is the greatest example you can recall of 
someone giving to meet a financial need? 
 

The Word “give” speaks of an action of passing 
something to another something. It can be time, 
talent, money, goods, services, or yourself.  
 

Winston Churchill said, “You make a living by 
what you get; you make a life by what you give.”  
 

In the book, The Word on Finances, the author 
Larry Burkett writes, 
 

“The key to understanding God’s will in finances 
is to have a proper understanding of 
stewardship. A steward is one who manages 
another’s property. We are merely stewards of 
God’s property while we are on earth. Quite 
often, the demonstration of our stewardship is 
not how much we give but how we react when 
there is not much to give.” 
 

As we give with the right heart and the right 
attitude, our Lord has promised He will take 
notice. There is no way for us to determine how 
He will bless us or when He will bless us, but 
He will bless. The truth is, He already has.  
 

-Information from Unlocking the Giver’s Heart  
 
 

Ash Wednesday  

Pastor will be in the Chancel from 12-3 pm on 

Wednesday, March 2nd, for prayer, contemplation, 

and to distribute ashes. 

Our Ash Wednesday Service will be held at 7 pm. 
All are welcome!  



Plarn Mats Delivered to 

City Mission 

 
On Tuesday, February 22nd, B.J. Thomas, Jane 
Bonari, and Pastor Mary Kay delivered 16 plarn 
mats to City Mission in Washington, PA. We 
continue to meet on Wednesdays from 9 am to 
1 pm to process bags into plarn for our crochet 
artists. Currently we have around ten individuals 
who join us and who work from home. Why not 
join us, too?  Contact B.J. Thomas at 412-953-
4852 or drop in!  

 

 
 

 

Food and Fellowship 

Food and Fellowship will be held this month on 
Tuesday, March 15th from 11 am -1 pm. The 
menu will include: Turkey casserole, mashed 
potatoes, vegetable, salad or applesauce and a 
dessert.  

As always, we would appreciate any help as we 
reach out to the community with food and funds.  

The meal is free, but donations are accepted. 
All funds donated go (1/3 each) to the 
Westmoreland and Fayette food banks and to 
the Presbyterian Hunger Fund.  

 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Tuesday Bible study meets 
each Tuesday at 2 p.m. We 
are exploring Twelve 
Women of the Bible: Life-
Changing Stories for Women 
Today. 
All are welcome to join us for 
this video-based study. A 
study guide is available, 
though not required to 
participate. We have additional copies of the 
study guide available at $8.99, or you can order 
them through Amazon.com or 
Christianbook.com. As of this newsletter, we are 
on Session 7 of 12.  Copies of the video are 
available for those who want to catch up. 
 

 
 

Women in the Woods Retreat 

Pine Springs Camp 

April 1-2, 2022 
 

Join us as we gather for a weekend retreat and 
celebrate God’s faithfulness during the past two 
years. 

Registration includes including teaching 
sessions, three meals, accommodations,  

and all activities. 
Register online at www.pinesprings.org, or pick 
up a registration form in the chancel. We will 
carpool.  Register early to reserve a space. 
Contact Pastor Mary Kay with questions. 
 
Activities Active: Yoga, Hiking, Target Shooting 
Contemplative: Writing/Journaling, Books of 
Prayer Workshop 
Creative: Baking, Crafting, gardening, Painting 
Friends: Puzzles, Board Games, Dalgona 
Coffee Bingo Challenge 
 
Group Rate: $65 person 
Group Name: FPC-BV 
Otherwise: $75 person  

 

 

http://www.pinesprings.org/


 

 

 

Throughout the season of Lent, people throughout 

the country will be thinking and praying about how 

they can support and strengthen people in need by 

contributing to One Great Hour of Sharing. 

On the next page is a giving calendar to help guide 

our prayers and giving throughout the season.   

For more than fifty years, Presbyterians have joined 

with Christians throughout the nation in responding 

to Christ's love for all people by joyfully sharing that 

love with people in need through supporting OGHS. 

The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians 

have given over the last half century have enabled a 

powerful witness to the love of the One who came 

that all might have life more abundantly. 

How are the funds divided? 

One Great Hour of Sharing funds are divided among 

its three programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(32%), Self-Development of People (32%), and 

Presbyterian Hunger Program (36%).   

Presbyterian Hunger Program 

In 2020 OGHS offerings helped give 131 grants 

totaling nearly $1 million, impacting 20 countries, 

including the U.S. This included 46 COVID grants 

provided to congregations and organizations 

addressing the food insecurity and other emergency 

needs. 

A Few of the Organizations Served 

• Action For Rural Women's Empowerment 

• Action in Montgomery, Inc 

• Alliance for Fair Food 

• Food AND Medicine, Jobs with Justice Education 
Fund (FAM) 

• Hope Restoration 

• Missoula Interfaith Collaborative 

• National Family Farm Coalition 

• Pacific Conference of Churches 

• Richmonders Involved to Strengthen Our 
Communities 

• Rural and Migrant Ministry 

• The Open Door Presbyterian Church - Garfield 
Community Farm 

 

 

 
 

Self-Development of People (SDOP) 

The SDOP works with low-income communities to 

overcome poverty.  In 2021 SDOP entered into 

partnership with programs helping individuals and 

communities improve and provide for their people. 

Projects include youth-led initiatives, skills 

development, farming, disabilities, and more. 

• A Life of Hope Outreach 

• Action Aid Program 

• Afghan Cattle Cooperative (ACC) 

• Bakery and Refreshment Shop “The Great Blessing” 

• Individuals Making Positive Advancements in their 
Communities Together, Inc.  

• (IMPACT)/Newburgh Rise and Ride 

• Intersection of Change 

• Navajo Nation Breastfeeding Coalition 

• Pittsburgh Presbytery SDOP Committee 

• Somali Community Link 

• SW Philly Urban Farm Expansion/ The Common Place 

• Warriors on Wheels of Metropolitan Detroit 

• West End Pantry 

• Youth As Resources 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 

PDA is the emergency program of the PCUSA. 

Grants and support are provided to communities 

affected by crisis and catastrophic events, such as 

damage inflicted by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, 

wildfires, and other disasters throughout the U.S. and 

the world. 

 

You can find more information on the website by 

checking the giving map at  

 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/ 
OGHS offerings will be received 

on Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday 

and throughout Lent.  You can 

also give from home by using this 

QR code with your smart phone or 

by going to our website and 

clicking on the Give Now button. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



First Presbyterian Church 
501 Fayette Avenue 
Rostraver Twp. PA 15012 
 
 
 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Avenue, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Avenue 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616   Fax: 724-929-0209 
e-mail:  office@fpresbv.org 

Web: www.fpresbv.org 
 

Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
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http://www.fpresbv.org/
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