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"Shining the Light of Christ in the Mon Valley" 

April 2022

Life is returning to normal, or at least to a NEW 
normal. We are worshiping together once again, 
attending gatherings (okay some of us are 
wearing masks, but still . . . ) and enjoying 
fellowship. Thank you to everyone who stayed 
for coffee hour fellowship on Sunday the 3rd. It 
has been great to see and hear all of you who 
have been able to attend. 

Our in-person attendance is climbing, nearing 
40 at times, and our online presence is still 
attracting from 4-8 families on Sunday and 
through the week. Session decided to spend the 
money to get dedicated internet at the church, 
so our signal should be a lot better, too. Signs 
look good!  

Signs are important. They encourage us—
“You’re almost there!” They guide us—“Left at 
the light.” And they caution us—“No Left Turn.” 
Signs are meant to help us, but if we rely only 
on the signs, without thinking on our own, we 
can still be lost or misguided, especially when 
someone moves or re-moves a sign or turns it 
in another direction.  

All signs are that we are returning to normal, 
and that is a good thing. We are active and 
celebrating and finding time to gather, and that 
is great! But relying only on the signs without 
putting ourselves into the mix, well, that won’t 
do much for us or for the church. Signs are 
passive. They exist but cannot, in themselves, 
make any changes. We are responsible for that. 

Our lives changed out of necessity two years 
ago, but without a stimulus to change, we find it 
hard to move out of the center of our inertia. 
Change is hard, but necessary. Amar Bose, the 
founder of the Bose Corporation (you know, the 
company that makes those amazing speakers), 
once said, “There is an enormous inertia that 
prevents people from change. You must always 

remember that it is impossible to make 
something better if you don't make it different - 
the converse is not true, of course. You cannot 
make something better unless it is different. And 
different scares the life out of so many people.” 

We are in the process of making things 
different, of moving back, not only to where we 
were the Sunday before the shutdown, but to a 
new normal, to move beyond what we were to 
the place where God is leading us. There is a 
lot going on—you’ll see that in this newsletter. 
There is a place and an activity for each person 
or interest, or there will be!  We are asking you 
to be involved, to come back (as you are able), 
to move off center, to be a part of what God is 
doing among us. 

The activities planned for the coming months 
aren’t meant to simply keep us busy, or just to 
raise funds to update some of the 60+ year-old 
components of our building), but to help us to, 
once again, celebrate together, like those on the 
road to Jerusalem when they saw Jesus. We 
are making contacts in our community, bringing 
hope to those who have struggled for so long, 
and finding ways to support God’s work among 
us, a task that requires all of us. 

So, I hope to see you on Easter morning. I hope 
to see you even after Easter morning! Get 
involved. Wear a mask if you want but come to 
church. Let’s move away from the inertia that 
has kept us sitting in a sense of “safety,” these 
two years, and move forward into the exciting 
possibilities before us! 

   

Blessings, 

 

  

From the Pastor 



April  Birthdays 

April 2 Mike Metikosh 

April 7 Kathy Rice 

April 14 
June Exley 

Bill Kunca  

April 17 Susan Migliori 

April 21 Chris Horan  

April 22 Walter Trubiani 

April 26 

Mary Beth Burkley 

Bill Callaway 

Carin Rudolph 

April 28 Fred Exley 

April Anniversaries 

April 13 Raymond & Lori Marr 

April 25 Dennis & Karen Lynn  

April 28 Fred & Linda Aten  

 
Does your special day, or that of another 

member not appear here? Contact the 
church office to help  

us update our records. 
 

 

Session has moved our annual sale to June 10-
11 this year, Friday evening and Saturday. 
Friday will be a paid-entry pre-sale. We’ll be 
doing all the same things—bake sale, boutique 
for jewelry, shoes, and purses, and lots of stuff!  

You can begin bringing items to the parish 
house (except for large items). Also, we will be 
pre-organizing to make setup easier. 

B. J. Thomas and Dave Burdis will be 
coordinating. 

 

Join us for a delicious Spaghetti Dinner on 
Saturday, April 9th from 1-4 pm in our 

Fellowship Hall. An adult dinner includes: 
spaghetti, two meatballs, salad, & dessert.  

You may dine in or carry out! 

Adult: $10      Children Ages 6-10: $5 

Children 5 & Under: Free  

For tickets or more information, call the church 
office at 724-929-7616. Tickets may be 

purchased at the door as well.  

 

Featuring “Shepherd’s Voice” 
Chance/Basket Auction 

Door Prizes 

We are having a Spring Tea  
on Saturday, May 7, 2022,  
at 4 p.m., at Rostraver  
Ice Garden! Bring your  
mother, your daughter, or  
your best friends as we  
celebrate spring and Mother’s Day, enjoy finger 
sandwiches, salads, and cookies, as well as live 
entertainment and door prizes. Tickets are $10 
per person, and can be purchased at the church 
office, 511 Fayette Street, Rostraver Township, 
or by calling the office at 724-929-7616. 

Men:  We need YOU to help 
with serving, filling up teapots, 
etc.!  Sign up now! 

Want to host a table of ten or to 
decorate a table? Call the 

church office to get more 
information. Proceeds will benefit FPC’s 
ministries and outreach to our community. 



 

 
Support our church with Rada Cutlery 
Fundraising. The kitchen knives and utensils 
are handcrafted in the heart of USA and 
meticulously hand-sharpened to a razor-sharp 
edge. Forty percent of the proceeds will benefit 
FPC’s ministries. Follow the link above and 
search for our group name—BV Presbyterian 
Church HOA—to order. Contact Sharon Zunic 
with any questions or to pool an order and save 
on shipping costs. Thank you for your support!   

 

 

THINK SPRING!  

Plant/Bake Sale 
 

Plan to attend First 
Presbyterian’s Plant 
Sale/Bake Sale on May 
21, 2022.  We will be 
taking pre-orders for all the 
plants. (Order forms are on 
the table at the front.)  Our 
prices will be lower than 
the local nurseries,  and 
our stock will come from a 

local greenhouse,  so plan to order before May 
10th , the deadline for pre-orders. We will have 
annuals, perennials, herbs, house plants,  and 
vegetable plants. In addition, we will be selling 
bird houses, bird feeders, and bagged manure 
from a local farm. We need volunteers to bake 
and to help set up and work the day of the sale. 
It takes all of us working together to keep the 
church running so if you are available come out 
and join in the fun. Experienced gardeners will 
be on hand to answer your garden questions. 
Questions? Call BJ Thomas at 412-953-4852. 
 

Communion Offerings 
Natalie Brewer, Chair 

 

April’s communion offering will support Pine 
Springs Camp. The mission of Pine Springs 
Camp is to provide all campers with a vital 
encounter with Jesus Christ that leads to growth 
in Christian faith and discipleship. 
 
Several people related to our congregation 
have recently needed assistance. Due to this, 
the Helping Hands fund is depleted. We  
have moved Helping Hands to the May 
Communion Offering. Your contributions to 
this fund helps our pastor provide 
benevolent assistance to our members in 
need while protecting their dignity. 
 

April—Pine Springs Camp 
 

May—Helping Hands Benevolence Fund 
 

June—Ryan’s Run 
 

July—Little Things for Little People 
 

August—Salvation Army 
 

September—North Belle Vernon Police  
  Department 

 

October—World Wide Communion, PCUSA   
  Peace Offering   

 

November—The Welcome Home Shelter 
  
December—Domestic Violence Services for  

            Washington and Fayette County 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free  
to contact Natalie or any other member of 
Mission Committee. Thank you for ongoing 
support of our Mission Committee.  
 
 



Food and Fellowship 

Food and Fellowship will be held this month on 
Tuesday, April 19th from 11 am -1 pm. The 
menu will include: Chicken Salad Sandwich or 
Sloppy Joe and assorted soups, salad or 
applesauce and a dessert.  

As always, we would appreciate any help as we 
reach out to the community with food and funds.  

The meal is free, but donations are accepted. 
All funds donated by our guests go to the 
Rostraver and Fayette food banks and to the 
Presbyterian Hunger Fund (1/3 each).  

 
 

 

The Christian Education Committee is looking 
for members! We are looking for fresh ideas of 
things that we can do with the youth of our 
church. We are currently planning Vacation 
Bible School which will take place the week of 
July 17-22. The theme for this year is 
“Discovery on Adventure Island: Quest for 
God’s Great Light.” If we want to be able to 
have VBS this year, we need some help. We 
are looking for adult volunteers for a variety of 
activities. If you can’t help every night, that is 
fine, just let us know when you are available, 
and we will find a job for you! Clearances are 
required but are free for volunteers. 

The Christian Education Committee will be 
meeting once a month. Our next meeting is on 
Thursday, April 28th at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
If you are interested in being a part of the 
Christian Education Committee or helping with 
VBS, please contact Mary Beth Burkley (724-
433-3071) or the church office. We would love 
for you to join us and share your talents!  

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

 
Tuesday Bible study 
meets each Tuesday at 
2 p.m.  We are finishing 
our current study next 
week and will start the 
new study:  Twelve 
More Women of the 
Bible on April 18th. All 
are welcome to join us 
for this video-based 
study.  

A study guide is 
available, though not required to participate.  
We have additional copies of the study guide 
available at $11 each, or you can order them 
through Amazon.com or Christianbook.com.  
 

 

Redstone Presbytery Meeting 

at First Presbyterian! 

The Redstone Presbytery will be meeting at our 
church on Tuesday, May 24, 2022, at 6 p.m. We 
will bring more information in our next 
newsletter, but we wanted you to know about 
this opportunity to bring representatives from 
our sister churches to ours. 

We will NOT be serving dinner, but rather will 
be providing snacks, coffee, water, etc., before 
the meeting. We will also need volunteers to 
help with setup, serving, and to serve as 
greeters, etc. Contact Pastor Mary Kay. 

 

 

 
 

      
to everyone who helped us clean and  

organize the fellowship hall last month.   
It’s looking good! 

  



 

Ministerium News 
 

Clothes 4U and Little Things for Little People 
Clothes 4U Clothing Ministry (First UMC)—
Because of renovations at First UMC, no 
donations of clothing or shoes will be received 
in May, June, or July. Also, Clothes 4U and 
Little Things for Little People will be closed in 
June and July, as they are every year. 

Food Bank: 
Last month the Rostraver Food Bank (at Fells) 
served 156 families, and the Fayette Food Bank 
served 45 families. Thank you for your support. 

Good Friday Activities: 

BVAM Good Friday Gathering:  Seven Last 
Words of Jesus, 12-3 pm. This annual event 
features our local pastors bringing a short 
message on each of Jesus’ seven last words 
from the cross. Each segment will feature 
beautiful worship, prayer, and a message from 
the Word. Come for the full event or for a 
portion of them. Pastor Mary Kay will be 
speaking second, probably around 12:30 pm. 

Good Friday Evening Services: 
Fells United Methodist, 7 pm: Service including 
the Mary Monologue (Bev Gross), looking at 
Good Friday through the eyes of his mother. 
Bible Chapel: Good Friday service 6 pm. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Blood Drive: Belle Vernon Fire Department is 
hosting a blood drive on April 12, 2022. Contact 
them for an appointment or go to 
www.redcrossblood.org to schedule. 

Sight & Sound Trips: 
Fells UMC is sponsoring a one-day trip to Sight 
& Sound Theater in August, and a two-day 
overnight trip in September. Concord UMC is 
planning a trip in October. Contact them to 
participate. 

BVA Baccalaureate has been scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 31, 2022, at 6 p.m. It will be held 
at St. Anne’s this year. Each church is asked to 
bring three-four dozen cookies. PLEASE MARK 
CLEARLY IF THEY HAVE NUTS OR IF THEY 
WERE MADE ALONGSIDE COOKIES WITH 
NUTS (for allergy purposes), and we will be 
bagging the cookies individually once again. 

Session Updates 

With the recent ups and downs in the stock 
market, session is examining investment 
options to better manage funds that were 
donated to the church.  

Facility Work 
In addition, now that our church facility is 
nearing 65 years, there are many things that 
need to be done and/or updated.  
But we need your help! 

Session is asking you to think about what we 
need or want to improve and/or enhance our 
property, and thereby our ministry and outreach. 
Would you please let us know what you see that 
needs to be fixed or improved? Nothing is too 
big or too small or out of consideration. Even 
dreams will be considered! 

When we get all the suggestions, Session will 
prioritize the items and initiate programs to get 
them funded, scheduled, and/or done. 

Getting the Word Out 
Dave Burdis is now our communications 
contact. Dave has an extensive list of area 
papers that will post and publicize our events.   
If you are working on something and need to 
get the word out, draw up an announcement or 
ask the office to do so, send it to the office, and 
we will forward it to Dave. 

Membership Committee 
Our Membership Committee, headed by B. J. 
Thomas will be working on updating our 
computer database. We will be contacting you 
and/or sending you what we have on file.  
Would you please fill in any “holes” in your 
information so we can better manage the work 
of the church and our ministry to you ? 

First Fruits 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the 
First Fruits appeal. Each year churches pay an 
amount per member (including confirmed 
youth), to the presbytery office. This amount 
(currently $43) is then split between the 
presbytery, synod, and national office to fund 
the programs and personnel who support our 
ministries. Redstone Presbytery is required to 
forward payment for every member, even if the 
local church does not pay it. Thank you for 
helping us do our part.



What Can I Do? 

The church is made up of individuals, through 
the Holy Spirit and the work of God in their 
lives, working together to build fellowship, 
relationships, and to spread the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. To do this, we gather in groups, 
based on our interests, talents, and energy, 
breaking the work into manageable parts.  

God has given us talents to use for God’s 
glory, even if it is baking for an event or 
working with our hands.  Working together we 
can accomplish much.   

Check out the sign-up sheets at the front of 
the church (white notebook). Please consider 
how God can use you to further the work of 
God in our community and world, then sign 
up. The committee chairperson will contact 
you with more information. 

Our Committees: 

Stewardship Bobbi Jo Huebner, Chair 

Finance Lori Lamberski, Chair 

Membership B. J. Thomas, Chair 

Property Mike Moravec, Chair 

Personnel Judy Latchem, Chair 

Christian Education and Youth 
  Mary Beth Burkley, Chair 

Mission Committee Natalie Brewer, Chair 

Music and Worship Sharon Zunic 
 

ALSO!  There are still two deacon positions 
open. PCUSA deacons are the compassion 
arm of the church, reaching out to those in 
need of assistance.  If you are interested, 
contact Pastor Mary Kay. 

 

Holy Week/Easter Activities 

Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm—A service 
of song, scripture, prayer, and contemplation, 
with communion. Elders are needed to assist 
with removing the paraments, etc., at the end 
of the service.  

Sunrise Service, 7:30 am—Our traditional 
sunrise service has returned after a two-year 
hiatus. Organized and planned by Bobbi Jo 
Huebner, this brief, casual service will be held 
in the fellowship hall. 

Easter Breakfast, following sunrise service—
All are invited to join us for our traditional 
breakfast casserole and other goodies in the 
fellowship hall.   

Easter Worship, 10 am—Resurrection 
Celebration at its best!  Come and celebrate 
our Risen Lord! 

 

 

 

FiPY still meets on 
Sunday evenings at 
6:30 pm. As summer 
comes and school is 
out, we will once 
again plan to meet 
during the day.  

Parents and others: 
Due to safe sanctuary guidelines, it is not 
appropriate for the pastor to be alone with the 
youth.  We need a second adult each week to 
be present and/or assist with the youth 
program.  Please pray about becoming a 
youth sponsor.  Contact pastor for more 
details.  
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Avenue, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Avenue 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616   Fax: 724-929-0209 
e-mail:  office@fpresbv.org 

Web: www.fpresbv.org 
 

Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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