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July / August 2022 

Walking with a couple and their families 
through a wedding is a meaningful part of 
ministry. We had a wonderful time last week as 
Hannah (Day) and Ian Pallotta tied the knot. 

One of the passages they chose for the service 
was from 1 Corinthians 13. It has become a 
“standard” wedding passage. We tend to hear 
it like a recited poem, sweet and familiar, but 
without much impact. In addition, we tend to 
relegate this passage to weddings, rather than 
it’s intended purpose—a guide to how to relate 
to one another in the body of Christ. 

Paul was writing to a church with a range of 
members—some poor, some artisans, some 
wealthy and aristocratic. And with that kind of 
array, conflict is inevitable. They argued about 
who was more important, whom to follow, 
about keeping the law or freedom to do what-
ever they wanted, and about worship and the 
resurrection, among others. With all this 
conflict, is it any wonder that Paul wrote this? 

Someone said I tend to look for the good in 
everyone and in every situation. My husband 
has often called me a “hopeful monster.” I have 
to admit that I am not always that positive, but I 
try to be. I try to ask myself, Is what I’m saying, 
doing, thinking done out of love or my own self-
interest and and am I thinking the best about 
others? The answer isn’t always the one I had 
hoped it would be. 

This passage is a picture of how the Trinity 
interacts, and how God loves each of us, and  
it is a textbook for living together. Verse 8, can 
be translated this way: “love never falls down 
on its job” (Interpreter’s Bible, Vol 10, p. 185).  

The Message reads vv. 8-12 this way: “Love 
never dies. Inspired speech will be over some 
day; praying in tongues will end; understanding 
will reach its limit. We know only a portion of 
the truth, and what we say about God is always 
incomplete. But when the Complete arrives, 
our incompletes will be canceled.” 

So, knowing this, although we are justified in 
Christ, forgiven and clean in God’s eyes, we 
must admit that we—in our human condition—
are not complete. We are a work in progress.  

I’m including a copy of the behavioral covenant 
that I shared with all of you when I first came to 
the church two years ago. This document, 
which I adapted, expresses from the scriptures 
what the fleshing out of love looks like and how 
we can continue the journey toward complete-
ness in Christ and bring others along with us. 
Reviewing this document is something I do 
quite often, testing my actions, thoughts, and 
words against the scriptures so the Holy Spirit 
might work in and through me, in spite of me.  

So, this summer, as we consider where we are 
as a church and in our community, let’s go 
back to basics and ask ourselves, How can I 
most epitomize love as Paul describes it? 

Here is the translation of 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
from the Message: 

“So, no matter what I say, what I believe,  
and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love. 
Love never gives up. 
Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled 
head, Doesn’t force itself on others, 
Isn’t always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the 
handle, Doesn’t keep score of the sins of 
others, Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, Never looks back, 
But keeps going to the end.” 
 
A tough job but, thankfully, one that God, 
through the Holy Spirit, will help us work out. 
 

A Note from the Pastor 



July Birthdays 

July 1 
Dan Burkley 

Rachelle Day 

July 2 Chemen Callaway 

July 6 Jeffery Lexie 

July 8 Curtis Rice 

July 10 Chad Metikosh 

July 12 Linda Aten 

July 13 Scott Jupin Jr. 

July 14 Bill Callaway 

July 16 
John Amoroso 

Lucille Rapchak 

July 17 Chuck Harvey 

July 20 Sherry Strenske 

July 21 Terri Rodriguez 

July 27 
Janet Deliere 

Amelia McWreath 

July 28 Dorothy Helster 

July Anniversaries 

July 11 Justin Lostetter & Erin Exley 

July 12 Mike & Suan McElevenny 

July 20 John & Lucille Rapchak 

July 23 Ray & Carin Rudolph 

July 30 Tanny & Janet Deliere 

Food and Fellowship 
Food and Fellowship will be taking a summer 
hiatus for the months of July and August so our 
workers can have a well-deserved break!  

We will return on Tuesday, September 20th! 
We thank you for all your support and we will 
see you in the fall!  

Plarn Group 
. . . continues to meet each Wednesday to 

prepare and make plastic mats for the 
homeless. We are also selling mats to raise 

money for homeless ministries Join us!.

August Birthdays 

Aug 4 
Ian Pallotta 

Jake Phillabaum 

Aug 6 Jaxon Zeli 

Aug 7 
Sally Callaway 

Breslin Trubiani 

Aug 11 

Scott Jupin 

Donna Sichi 

Luke Zeli 

Aug 12 John Rapchak 

Aug 14 Emma Burkley 

Aug 16 Jennifer Davis 

Aug 26 
Susan McElvenny 

Stephanie Morgan 

Aug 28 
Janet Garlits 

Aubree Rudolph 

Aug 31 Jessica Phillabaum 

August Anniversaries 

Aug 5 Bill & Sally Callaway 

Aug 7 Bill & Chemen Callaway 

Aug 12 John & Kay Conger 

Aug 24 Ken & Rachelle Day 

Does your special day, or that of another 
member not appear here? Contact the 

church office to help  
us update our records. 

Congratulations to  
Ian and Hannah (Day) Pallotta 

who were married here at  
FPC on July 1! 



Discovery on Adventure 
Island VBS! July 17-22 

Arrangements are 
shaping up for our Quest 
for God’s Great Light!  
Join Beacon the Puffin 
as we discover how 
God’s light shines into 
our lives from 6-8:30 pm. 

You can pick up 
invitation postcards at 
the office or the church to invite your friends 
and neighbors. If you plan to help (and we can 
use you), please speak to Mary Beth Burkley 
about getting the required background checks. 
They are easy and free!  

Christmas in July  
Craft & Vendor Show 

It’s almost here! Join us July 30th from 9:30 am 
to 2 pm for our first craft and vendor show.  
The inside tables are full (20 in all plus HOA’s 
RADA table), and as of this writing we will have 
four booths outside and expecting more. 

HOA will be selling refreshments from the 
kitchen, and we will have a basket auction 
featuring items donated by our vendors and 
crafters.  

We will need volunteers to set up tents and 
tables the week of, and individuals to help our 
crafters and vendors set up, as well.  

This fundraiser, like the other events we have 
had recently, serves to raise our presence in 
the community and bring people to the church. 
Also, monies raised supplement your giving 
and support the church’s operating budget. 
Raising funds for the budget allows us to 
continue doing the work of the gospel in our 
community and the world. 
 

Music and Worship 

Thank you to those who have volunteered to 
be liturgists and greeters. We are now working 
on the months of July & August! During the 
summer is a great time to try your hand at 
“reading in front of a crowd.” As you may know, 
everything you are reading is printed for you, 
so why not give it a try!! 
 

Sharon Zunic,  
Committee chair for Music and Worship 

 

Our annual Blessing of the Animals will be on 
Saturday, July 23rd at 10 am on our church 
lawn. This is a short but wonderful service to 
celebrate our beloved animals. Everyone is 
welcome, and all pets are welcome! Pets must 
be on a leash or in a carrier. We will also be 
collecting dog and cat food, supplies and 
monetary donations for a foster-based animal 
rescue. You may drop your donations off at the 
church office or bring them to the blessing. If 
you have any questions, call Natalie at the 
office at 724-929-7616. We can’t wait to see 
everyone and their pets!  

Annual Peach Festival 

Our Peach Festival will 
be August 13th 
beginning at 11 am until 
3 pm. We will have 
musical entertaiment 
starting at 12:30. We will 
also have our car show 
organized by the Amricks and a bake sale.  

This year, we will be offering a meal deal along 
with our other food options. We will have hot 
dogs and hamburgers on the grill, chicken 
spread sandwiches, potato and pasta salads, 
baked beans, and our own delicious peach 
shortcake.  

There will be a limited number of pies available 
on the day of the festival. Please call the office 
to order your pies. Pies will be $12 this year 
and can be ordered for pickup the 13th or the 
20th.  

As always, donations of flour or Crisco are 
welcome and can be dropped off to help with 
the expenses of making the peach pies. We 
look forward to seeing you on the 13th of 
August!  



Music in the Church 
From the Pastor 

Throughout the Bible, music is an integral part 
of the worship of God. Music is important here, 
as well. We join with the angels and one 
another to praise the God who has redeemed 
us, and through our praise we are blessed. 

No one is more disappointed than I that our 
choir has not been able to return post-COVID 
or at the retirement of Donna Santoro as our 
organist/choir director. Although the Personnel 
Committee is still trying to find the person God 
will bring us to fill the gap, we have had to 
make a few changes. 

As you know, session authorized the purchase 
of the digital hymnal so we can have music 
even when we don’t have a musician. It is very 
simple to use—even though we’re still getting 
used to it. This was not purchased to 
replace an organist, but to allow us to 
continue to have worship music until we find a 
musician. Please consider volunteering to work 
with this box or at least attend the orientation. 

In this newsletter is a survey regarding our 
worship ministry. Would you fill it out and place 
it in the offering plate, or drop it off or mail to 
the office? Your help and input will be of great 
assistance in worship planning. In addition, if 
you have suggestions or comments about 
worship, please let me know, and we can 
brainstorm together. I cannot act on something 
if I have not heard it. Let’s work together. 

Finally, I have been trying to provide special 
music as much as possible, but I cannot do this 
alone. I will be scheduling a brainstorming/ 
planning session to determine how we can, 
safely, bring live music into the church service. 
Will you pray about how you can enhance our 
worship with your voice? 

Thank you for listening. I cannot tell you how 
each of your voices touch my heart each 
Sunday as we worship together. 

 

This fundraiser is continuing with profits going 
to HOA.  Please remember to tell your friends 
about their great products (individual knives, 
gift sets, nifty tools, helpful utensils, marinades, 
dips, soups & sauces, and cookbooks). There 
will be a display table with RADA items to be 
purchased and catalogues for ordering when 
we have the Vendor and Craft show for 
Christmas in July on July 30th. 

Communion Offerings 
Natalie Brewer, Mission Committee Chair 

July’s communion offering will support Little 
Things for Little People. The mission of the 

Little Things for Little People is to offer free 

items to needy families for kids ages 0-3 in 
Westmoreland, Washington, and Fayette 
counties.  

August’s communion offering will support the 
Salvation Army. The mission of our local 
Salvation Army is to help local adults and 
children in need. 

July—Little Things for Little People 

August—Salvation Army 

September—NBV Police Department 

October—World Wide Communion, PCUSA 
Peace Offering 

November—The Welcome Home Shelter 

December—Domestic Violence Services for  
                    Washington and Fayette County 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Natalie or any other member of Mission 
Committee. Thank you for ongoing support of 
our Mission Committee.   

Membership Committee 

We’ve received back a good number of the 
member surveys that were sent out; however, 
we are missing some and want to update our 
database.  If you have not sent in your 
corrected information, please do so.  If you 
need another copy, please call the church 
office so we can send another one to you.  



As we do every year, 
we are supporting a 
PSC staff person. This 
year, Brad O’Hara, the 
assistant program 
coordinator, is our 
person.  Brad is a 
student at IUP. I had a 

great time talking to him last weekend when 
the PSC Board met with staff at the camp.  

Here are the guidelines: 

We ask that each congregation agrees to: 

1. Pray for Brad and the camping program 
throughout the summer (June 1-August 10). 

2. Send an encouragement note to Brad 
throughout the summer, letting him know 
that we are praying for and encouraging 
him this summer. (Be sure to include your 
return address.)  

3. Bring in the following items by July 10th, 
when Pastor Mary Kay will take them to the 
camp. The mission committee will 
coordinate this. Contact Natalie at the 
office. (Please refrain from sending 
anything that contains nuts or peanuts.) If 
you want to donate toward items in the box, 
mark it “Encourage PSC.” 

• Cards and notes 

• Candy bars, candy, and other fun items 
that would fit in the box (just enough so 
as not to be wasteful.) 

• Small devotional, book, or other spiritual 
encouragement items. 

• Session has already sent card and 
restaurant gift cards.  

Also, go to www.pinesprings.org to learn about 
camping opportunities this summer.  
Scholarships are available. 

Pastor Mary Kay 

Send Correspondence and packages to  
Brad O’Hara 

c/o Maddy Duffield 
P.O. Box 186 

371 Pine Springs Camp Road 
Jennerstown, PA 15547 

(Mail sent via USPS is delivered to the P.O. Box, and 
FedEx and UPS delivers directly to the camp.) 

Little Things for Little People 

and Clothes 4U 

Because of renovations at First UMC, no 
donations of clothing or shoes will be received 
in May, June, or July. Also, Clothes 4U and 
Little Things for Little People will be closed in 
June and July, as they are every year. 
Nancy Komlos is coordinating our volunteer 

dates for both programs

Leadership Training  

We have a history of enhanced lay ministry at 
FPC. Two examples are members Bill 
Weightman and Glenn Hart, who serve as 
pastors in Redstone Presbytery. But if you 
attend the Inter-Presbytery Leadership 
Formation classes, you don’t have to become a 
pastor. You can attend some or all the classes 
and go as far as you choose, and you will be 
able to bless the ministry of the church with the 
education you receive.  

Is God calling you? If you are a Ruling Elder 
who God might be calling to preach or become 
more involved in pastoral service, Redstone 
Presbytery (along with Washington, Pittsburgh, 
Upper Ohio Valley, and Beaver-Butler) will be 
continuing our training program for the 
preparation of possible "Commissioned Ruling 
Elders" for the future. We are looking for elders 
interested in enrichment, education and 
training for possible preaching or 
commissioned pastoral service. New students 
may begin in the fall of 2022. The program is 
designed to be both classroom and hands-on 
experiences, and you will receive training and 
mentorship that will help you grow as a leader 
in Christ's Church. If interested, please contact 
Skip Noftzger, Executive Presbytery, at 
executive@redstonepresbytery.org, or go to 
the Redstone website:  
http://www.redstonepresbytery.org/equipping-
leadership2/leadership-training 

It takes all of us working together 
to do the work of God. JOIN A 
CHURCH COMMITTEE TODAY! 

Sign-up sheets and descriptions at 
the front of the church. 

http://www.pinesprings.org/
mailto:executive@redstonepresbytery.org
http://www.redstonepresbytery.org/equipping-leadership2/leadership-training
http://www.redstonepresbytery.org/equipping-leadership2/leadership-training


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BEHAVIOR COVENANT 
A guideline for doing our work together 

 
Preamble: 
We recognize that we are a diverse group of believers holding differing 
viewpoints. We are, however, united in our belief that God wants us to love God, 
one another, and ourselves: To that end, we hereby covenant both individually 
and as leaders in First Presbyterian Church to embrace the following 
peacemaking behaviors both in our church life and in our everyday life: 

WE WILL: 

• Make positive statements and say what we want to do 

• Be focused towards our goals 

• Recognize that all voices are equal because God is personal but never private 

• Keep our communications and interactions sacred, and as a body, keep Christ 
as the center 

• Listen to what Jesus is telling us to do 

• Not accept intimidation as a behavior in any form 

• Exercise patience, gracefully 

• Express impatience and agree to stay together in community for the good of 
the body of Christ 

• Be open to suggestions from all people 

• Encourage open, honest, graceful, and face-to-face discussion, where all 
ideas are valued and respected 

• Encourage aIl voices, particularly the quiet among the body 

• Provide a safe, non-judgmental, and sacred space 

• Embrace and appreciate silence 

• Forgive and be forgiven 

• Recognize the humanity and error in all of us 

• Lead by example. 

  



COVENANT 

We hereby covenant to follow these behaviors and hold each other accountable for 
them. As members of the Christian community at First Presbyterian Church, we, 
being sinners and falling short, agree, with the help of God, to relate to each other 
through Christ, and thus hold ourselves and each other to: 

1. Listen to each other. “Let everyone be quick to hear and slow to speak …” 
James 1:19. Dietrich Bonhoeffer has stated: “The first service that one owes to 
others in the fellowship consists of listening to them.” Life Together p. 97 

2. Respect the privacy of those who confide. “A gossip betrays a confidence,  
but a trustworthy person keeps a secret.” Proverbs 11:13 

3. Challenge each other with the truth. Be willing to confront when it is important. 
“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined with which it is 
supplied, when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and 
upbuilds itself in love.” Ephesians 4:15-16 

4. Deal with people directly; don’t complain to others. “If one of my followers  
sins against you, go and point out what was wrong. But do it in private, just 
between the two of you.” Matthew 18:15. If someone complains to you about 
another member, help that person follow this principle. 

5. Strengthen each other. “[Speak] only what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” (Ephesians 
4:29) Likewise, the test of true fellowship is to “make the individual free,  
strong and mature,” not “weak and dependent.” Bonhoeffer, p.88 

6. Be gentle with one another. “My friends, you are spiritual. So if someone  
is trapped in sin, you should gently lead that person back to the right path.  
But watch out, and don’t be tempted yourself.” Galatians: 6:1 

7. Do not speak ill of others in the fellowship. “Do not grumble about each other 
or you will be judged, and the judge is right outside the door.” James 5:9 

8. Do not judge each other. “Some of you accuse others of doing wrong. But 
there is no excuse for what you do. When you judge others, you condemn 
yourselves, because you are guilty of doing the very same things.” Romans 2:1 

9. Pray for one another. James 5:16 

10. Confess one’s wrongs to another. James 5:9 

11. Forgive one another. “Give and it will be given to you.” Luke 6:38 

12. Freely participate in the body of Christ according to our gifts and talents.  
“Freely you have received, freely give.” Matthew 10:8 

 (adapted from the Synod of Central, Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda) 

 



Music in the Church Survey 
You are the church, and your worship matters. Would you take 
a few minutes to fill out this worship survey? Your responses  

will be an asset to our pastor when planning worship services. 
Please fill out a separate for each person. Additional copies 

available in the sanctuary. 

Name:          

Special Music: Do you love to sing? Are you willing to be a part 

of worship by combining your voice with others, not just during 

regular worship? You don’t have to be a virtuoso—God calls us 

to make a joyful noise in praise!  We have access to the hymn 

box and to other music that we can use for background, or we 

can sing acapella. Please note whether you are interested in 

being part of a choir/duo/trio, etc., or to sing as a soloist. 

I would be willing to participate in special music as follows: 

❑ Choir      ❑ Solo  ❑ Duo/Trio/etc. 

Admin: If you are willing to help out in worship, either as a 

greeter or liturgist, or to learn now to run the digital hymnal, 

camera, or slides, mark that, as well. You won’t be signing your 

life away! The goal is to have teams that work on specific 

Sundays so just a few people aren’t carrying all of the load. 

I realize this isn’t a lifetime or weekly commitment, just 

thinking!  I would like to learn more about assisting with 

worship leadership in the following areas: 

❑ Liturgist  ❑ Greeter/Usher  ❑ Camera/Slides/Hymn Box 

Hymns: Please take some time to go through the hymnbooks 

and list your top ten favorite hymns to sing in worship. Check off 

which hymnbook it is found, and if you know the number, 

include that, too.  Remember that different hymnals often use 

different tunes. If your hymn/song is NOT in our hymn book, let 

us know where we can find it, if you know. Any additional 

information would be helpful. 

These are my ten favorite hymns!  

Hymn / Song Name 
Where it can be found 

Blue Red Other 

 1 
   

 2 
   

 3 
   

 4 
   

 5 
   

 6 
   

 7 
   

 8 
   

 9 
   

10 
   

 

Questions: Finally, please share your questions and notes.  

The pastor would appreciate your feedback regarding worship 

and to have conversations about planning and execution. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Street, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Street 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616   
Fax and Fellowship Hall Phone: 724-929-0209 

e-mail: office@fpresbv.org 
Web: www.fpresbv.org 

 
Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
YouTube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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