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“The more things change, the more they stay 
the same.” I’m sure you’ve heard this idiom 
before, penned in 1849 by French writer Jean-
Baptiste Alphonse Karr the year after the 
French revolution. In most cases, the phrase is 
accompanied by an eye roll or is spoken 
sarcastically.  

The truth is that, while culture, politics, etc., 
seem to be bringing about tremendous change, 
at the basest level of society, things are really 
staying the same. We still have the poor with 
us. After all, didn’t Jesus tell the disciples, “You 
will always have the poor with you”? (Matthew 
26). 

Jesus was speaking of His physical presence 
here on earth, knowing that he was hurtling 
toward the cross.  At the home of Simon the 
leper a woman had just anointed Jesus with 
very expensive perfume to show her love and 
thankfulness. Seeing this, the disciples were 
angry and complained. “Why this waste? For 
this ointment could have been sold for a large 
sum and the money given to the poor.”  

They didn’t understand that His time was short, 
although He tried to explain it to them. All they 
could see was what was right in front of them. 
But Jesus replied, “For you always have the 
poor with you, but you will not always have 
me.” (v. 11). In other words, to quote another 
idiom, “Make hay while the sun shines!” She is 
taking advantage of my presence and giving 
me honor while I’m here, not after I’m gone. 

Back to the more things change. We are the 
people of God. We profess that we are loved 
and changed, that we are redeemed and 
chosen. And yet, as different as we believe we 
are, we often find ourselves in the place of the 

disciples, complaining, comparing, and 
competing. We are sure that our way is THE 
way, and everyone needs to get behind us. 

Things truly do stay the same in that we are 
human, and breaking away from human 
tendencies is a very hard thing to accomplish. 
We may walk around with tunnel vision—
seeing only what is directly in front of us—
instead of considering what God might be 
doing in our and other’s lives and in our world. 

What is changing around us?  A lot!  The world 
changes more and more each day, and yet the 
world is still the same. Why? Because we are 
humans, each of us, dealing with the same 
insecurities, needs, hopes, fears, joys, and 
responsibilities. No matter how much things 
change around us, we are still the same. That 
is, unless we, like the woman who anointed 
Jesus, stop and recognize the God who is with 
us. It is then that things really can change. 

In Romans 12:2, Paul wrote, “Do not be 
conformed to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewing of the mind, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” So, as things 
change around you, for good or for bad, take a 
step back. Instead of relishing the change, or 
fighting against it, take a moment to consider 
just what God may be doing in and through you 
in the midst of the change. Allow God to 
change you, and then the idiom will no longer 
be true, at least in you. 

A Note from the Pastor 



June Birthdays 

June 4 Jayme Horan 

June 6 Kay Conger 

June 7 Eileen Kunca 

June 8 Deborah Fox 

June 26 Linda Calcek 

June 27 Kathi Horan 

June 28 Becky Mutich Moore 

June Anniversaries 

June 12 Bruce & Marguerite Patterson 

June 22 Dan & Mary Beth Burkley 

June 24 Fred & June Exley 

June 28 Ryan & Joelle McWreath 

Does your special day, or that of another 
member not appear here? Contact the 

church office to help  
us update our records. 

Membership Update 

Thank you to everyone who has returned their 
information sheets so we can update the 

database. If you haven’t returned yours, or if 
you need another, contact the church office. 

Once we get them all back, we will be working 
on a new church directory. 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
plant and bake sale. The most important part 
of the sale was being able to interact with so 
many people from Belle Vernon and as far 
away as Duquesne. We shared our upcoming 
activity list with everyone and invited them to 
join us for future events. During the plant sale, 
three women offered to volunteer at either 
chicken pies, food and fellowship or mat 
making.  I hope you will welcome them to our 
community of faith with open arms. 
Everyone’s gifts are unique, and we are 
grateful for each of you who assisted in the 
sale, and sincerely thank you for sharing your 
talents with us.  



As we do every year, we are supporting a 
PSC staff person. This year, Brad O’Hara, the 
assistant program coordinator, is our person.  
Brad is a student at IUP. I had a great time 
talking to him last weekend when the PSC 
Board met with staff at the camp.  
Here are the guidelines: 

We ask that each congregation agrees to: 

1. Pray for Brad and the camping program 
throughout the summer (June 1-August 
10). 

2. Send an encouragement note to Brad 
throughout the summer, letting him know 
that we are praying for and encouraging 
him this summer. (Be sure to include your 
return address.)  

3.  Send a shoe-box sized package filled with 
the following by July 11th. The mission 
committee will coordinate this. Contact 
Natalie at the office. (Please refrain from 
sending anything that contains nuts or 
peanuts.) If you want to donate toward the 
box, mark it “Encourage PSC.” 

• Cards and notes 

• Candy bars, candy, and other fun items 
that would fit in the box (just send 
enough so as not to be wasteful.) 

 

• A $25 gas card (Get-Go is recommended, but 

another is fine.) 

• A $25 gift card for a restaurant (chains 
nearby are Ruby Tuesdays, Eat N Park, 
Subway, Applebee’s, and Chili’s) 

• Small devotional, book, or other spiritual 
encouragement items that fit in the box. 

Also, go to www.pinesprings.org to learn 
about camping opportunities this summer.  
Scholarships are available. 

Pastor Mary Kay 

Send Correspondence and packages to  
Brad O’Hara 

c/o Maddy Duffield 
P.O. Box 186 

371 Pine Springs Camp Road 
Jennerstown, PA 15547 

(Mail sent via USPS is delivered to the  
P.O. Box, and FedEx and UPS delivers 

directly to the camp.) 
  

 

 NOTE!!! Little Things for Little People 

and Clothes 4U 

Because of renovations at First UMC, no 
donations of clothing or shoes will be received 
in May, June, or July. Also, Clothes 4U and 
Little Things for Little People will be closed in 
June and July, as they are every year. 
Nancy Komlos is coordinating our volunteer 

dates for both programs

ENCOURAGE A PINE SPRINGS  

STAFF MEMBER 

 

http://www.pinesprings.org/


Communion Offerings 
Natalie Brewer, Mission Committee Chair 

 

June’s Communion offering supported 
“Running with Ryan” a 1K/5K Run/Walk in 
memory of Ryan Moravec. Funds raised by this 
program provide scholarships for BVA track 
and field students. Amounts donated through 
the month will be included.  
 
July’s communion offering will support Little 
Things for Little People. The mission of the 

Little Things for Little People is to offer free 

items for kids age 0-3 in Westmoreland, 
Washington and Fayette counties 
 

July—Little Things for Little People 
 

August—Salvation Army 
 

September—North Belle Vernon Police  
  Department 

 

October—World Wide Communion, PCUSA  
 Peace Offering  

 

November—The Welcome Home Shelter 
  
December—Domestic Violence Services for  

            Washington and Fayette County 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free  
to contact Natalie or any other member of 
Mission Committee. Thank you for ongoing 
support of our Mission Committee.   
 

 

Food and Fellowship 

Food and Fellowship will be held this month 
on Tuesday, June 21st, from 11 am -1 pm. 
The menu will include a hotdog or chicken 
salad sandwich, potato salad or macaroni 
salad, baked beans or applesauce, and a 
dessert.  

As always, we would appreciate any help as 
we reach out to the community with food and 
funds.  

The meal is free, but donations are accepted. 
All funds donated by our guests go to the 
Rostraver and Fayette food banks and to the 
Presbyterian Hunger Fund (1/3 each).  

Christmas in July  

Craft & Vendor Show 

Calling all vendors! We will be holding a craft 
and vendor show on Saturday, July 30, from 
9:30 am to 2 pm. Applications are now 
available to reserve a table, available in the 
church office, the front of the church, and on 
our website. Tables are $25 for an 8-foot 
table, indoor or outdoor. All vendors are asked 
to donate an item for our auction baskets. 
Food will also be available in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

This will be a great time to show off your 
crafting skills, make a little money, and 
support the ministries of FPC.   

We will be selling food from the kitchen and 
have a bake sale, as well.  Also, we will need 
volunteers to put up the tents and to help 
people get set up when they arrive. Please 
see Pastor Mary Kay for more information. 

 

Annual Peach Festival 

The Peach Festival will be held Saturday, 
August 13th, with additional orders for peach 
pies filled the following week.  
 
Donations of flour or 
Crisco and can be 
dropped off to help with 
the expenses of making 
the peach pies (and 
chicken pies!). We will 
need people to peel and cut peaches on Friday, 
August 12th, beginning at 9 am for the peach 
desserts and pie pre-orders, and again on 
Friday, August 19th, to do the same for pies. 
We would greatly appreciate any help to clean 
up both Fridays and, of course, lots of help in 
lots of areas as needed for the Peach Festival 
itself.  
 
The car show will return, and we will have 
entertainment by…. Bobbi Jo Huebner is 
coordinating this year’s event. 

 



  

Discovery on 
Adventure Island  

VBS . . . Coming Soon! 
July 17-22, 2022 

 
Arrangements are 
shaping up for our 
Quest for God’s Great 
Light!  Join Beacon the 
Puffin as we discover 
how God’s light shines 
into our lives. 

The Christian education committee and chair, 
Mary Beth Burkley, are working hard to get 
everything in place.  Start talking to your 
neighbors and inviting them to help or to bring 
their kids or grandkids to join us.  Watch for 
more information to come!  

 

 

Belle Vernon Area Ministerium 

BVAM met Tuesday morning June 7th at 
Village Dairy.   

Little Things for Little People has issued a 
schedule for the fall to winter and is asking 
churches to sign up for two sessions. 

Baccalaureate was held at St. Anne’s Church. 
Students sang and participated in the 
program. Thank you to everyone who brought 
cookies and participated. 

Last month the Belle Vernon/Rostraver food 
pantry served 142 families, and the Fayette 
food pantry served 50 families. 

Fells UMC still has seats for a one-day trip to 
Sight & Sound Theater in August, and a two-
day overnight trip in September. Concord 
UMC is planning a trip in October. Contact 
them to reserve a place. 

 

 

 

  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Westward Road  
Love Has Won Tour 
Saturday, June 18 at 6 pm 
First Presbyterian Church,  

501 Fayette Street 

Bring a blanket or lawn chair and join us on 
the front lawn for a unique blend of gospel 
and modern worship music. Refreshments 

will be available. This is a free concert.  
A love offering will be received to help with 

the group’s expenses. 

We would like to sell refreshments and 
will need help with setup and tear down. 

Please plan to attend. 

Go to www.westwardroad.com  
to preview their music and learn 

about them. In case of rain,  
we will move inside. 

http://www.westwardroad.com/


College 

Jackson Henry Guess 

Jackson Henry Guess, son of Christina and 
Larry Guess and grandson of Jane Bonari, 
recently graduated from the University of 
Pittsburgh in April. Jackson earned dual 
bachelor’s degrees from the Katz Business 
School in Supply Chain Management and 
Marketing with a minor in Economics and a 
certificate in Business Analytics. While in 
school, Jackson was the team manager for 
the Pitt Men's Soccer team for the last four 
years in addition to working part time his 
senior year with COE Distributing. After 
graduation, Jackson is joining COE 
Distributing in Smock, PA, as a full time 
Purchasing Specialist. Jackson will be 
residing in Belle Vernon and is also the owner 
of Clapback Vintage clothing store.   
 

Tommy Rodriguez 

Tommy Rodriguez graduated from the Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania in May 2022 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree focusing in business. 
While attending IUP he was a member of Phi 
Kappa Psi fraternity, holding the office of 
social chairman. He was also an active 
member of the National Honor Society of 
leadership and success. Tommy was very 
active in IUPs  intramural sports programs.  
He has accepted a sales account manager 
position with Mehta Marketing and is looking 
forward to starting his career in June. Tommy 
is the son of Terri Rodriguez and Tom 
Rodriguez and the grandson of George and 
Jane Bonari and Tom and Linda Rodriguez. 
 

Megan Morrell 

Megan Morrell, goddaughter of Fred and June 
Exley, earned her Doctor of Pharmacy degree 
from Duquesne University on May 21, her 29th 
birthday. While working on her degree, Megan 
was holding down multiple jobs and attending 
classes on weekends.  

High School 

Tara Callaway 

Tara is the daughter of Bill and Chemen 
Callaway of Rostraver Township, she has a 
sister Tori, and a brother Kody. Tara is the 
granddaughter of Bill and Sally Callaway.  She 
is graduating from Belle Vernon Area High 
School.  In high school she was a member of 
the varsity softball and basketball team for 
four seasons lettering in both sports. During 
her senior season she also participated in 
Track and Field and Cross Country.  She 
received an award as a four-sport athlete this 
year and lettered as a WPIAL finalist with her 
4 x 100 relay team. Tara was involved in 
many activities in school, including the Interact 
Club where she has helped with events like 
Toys for Tots, ringing bells for the Salvation 
Army, and Thanksgiving food collections. She 
has been part of The Future is Mine, 
MIC/SADD, Partners in PE, and the high 
school’s pre-school program. Tara was on the 
honor roll several times in high school. In 
addition, her classmates voted her to be a 
member of this year’s Homecoming Court. 
Tara enjoys going to Disney with her family, 
the beach, and spending time with her friends.  
She also played travel softball, AAU 
basketball, was a member of the 2-time 
champion AMD MVI summer league team, 
soccer, and cheer over the years. Her future 
plans include attending a four-year university 
with an undecided major at this time.  

 

Adeline Katherine Guess 

Adeline Katherine Guess, daughter of 
Christina and Larry Guess and granddaughter 
of Jane Bonari, graduated from Belle Vernon 
Area High School.  Adeline was a member of 
the National Honor Society, Spanish, Science, 
and Social Studies Honor Societies and 
graduated with highest honors. Adeline plans 
on attending West Virginia University this fall 
and will be studying Forensic Chemistry.  
Adeline was a member of the Girls' Soccer 

2022 GRADUATES 2022 GRADUATES 



team and a 4-year starter and two-year 
captain, earning all WPIAL accolades her 
senior year.  She was also named as the Moe 
Rosensteel Leadership Award Recipient in 
2022.   
 

STUDENTS MOVING UP! 

Entering High School 

Emma Burkley  

Emma Burkley is the daughter of Dan and 
Mary Beth Burkley. She is a member of the 
church's youth group.  Emma earned highest 
honors throughout her two years in middle 
school.  Emma was a member of both the 
middle school band and chorus.  She 
participated in two musicals, "Dis- Dance-
Sing: A Pandemical" and "Schoolhouse Rock 
Jr. Live".  Emma was a member of the 
yearbook staff and the archery club. Emma is 
looking forward to being in the high school 
marching band, chorus, and drama club. 

 

Kelsey Roskovich 

Kelsey graduates from the Belle Vernon Area 
Middle School with highest honors in 
academic achievement. She received 
numerous accolades for literary writings that 
were submitted by the English Department, 
including a National Award for Promising 
Young Writers. While at the Middle School 
she served as VP for student council, a 
representative to county chorus, Englishfest, 
and the state competition for National History 
Day.  In her seventh-grade year, she was 
awarded the Distinguished Leopard Award for 
Character, Scholarship, Leadership and 
Service. Throughout Middle School, Kelsey 
participated in all the various sports teams to 
narrow her interests in preparation for high 
school. She also served as a captain on the 
Middle School soccer team.   

Raelyn Weightman 

Raelyn Weightman graduated from 8th grade 
at Edgewood Jr/Sr High in Meritt Island, FL. 
She took Latin 2, orchestra, English, 
geometry, science, history, and PE, and 
orchestra was her favorite. Raelyn played 
bass for two years in a row. Graduating was 
challenging because of her courses and how 
advanced they were but her goal for next year 
is to stay focused and organized and to 
continue making good grades. 
 

Joselynn Wray 
 

Joselynn Wray is the daughter of Gale 
McCrory and David Wray. Joselynn received 
awards in English Honors, Reading Honors, 
and High Honors her 8th grade year.  She 
was a member of the archery club. Her 
extracurricular activities included dance at 
DeeDee's Studio of Dance and The Mon-
Valley Twirling Corps. She is a member of the 
youth group and volunteers for vacation bible 
school. In high school, Joselynn will be joining 
the Belle Vernon Marching Band as a 
majorette and has been accepted to Central 
Westmoreland Career and Technology 
Center's Cosmetology program.    
 

Entering Middle School 

Tyler W. Koons  

Tyler Koons is the son of Natalie Brewer, big 
brother to Zack, and the grandson of John and 
Nancy Koons. He graduated from sixth grade 
on June 2nd and will be moving up to Middle 
School in the fall. Tyler was involved in band 
during his time at Marion, playing the trumpet 
and then the baritone. He plans to try out for 
middle school football for the upcoming 
season. Tyler also enjoys playing hockey in 
his spare time.    



June 2022 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

Names marked with  

 *  = Birthday!  
**  = Anniversary! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9 am  -1 pm Homeless 
Bag Project  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Jayme Horan 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

• Worship 10  am 
• Pentecost Sunday with 

salad luncheon  
• Communion Sunday 
• Youth Group at 6:30 pm 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* Kay Conger  

Bible Study at 2 pm  
 
 
 
 

 
*Eileen Kunca 

9 am  -1 pm Homeless 
Bag Project  
 
 
 
 
 

*Deb Fox  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flea Market 
 
Pre– Sale 
4-8 pm 
$5 Entry  

Flea Market 
 
9-5 pm  
 
 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

• Worship 10  am 
• Graduate Sunday  
 
 
 
 
**Bruce & Marguerite Patterson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study at 2 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 am  -1 pm Homeless 
Bag Project  
 
 
 
 
 

Food Bank at FUMC  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westward Road  
Love Has Won Tour  

Concert 
4:30 pm set up  

6 pm on our church lawn! 
 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

• Worship 10  am 
• Father’s Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Food & Fellowship  
11 am - 1 pm 
 
 
Bible Study at 2 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 am  -1 pm Homeless 
Bag Project  
 
 
 
 
 
 
**Dan & Mary Beth Burkley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**Fred & June Exley 

Running with Ryan at  
8 am at DiVirgilio Soccer 
Field  
 
 
 
 
 

26 27 28 29 30   

• Worship 
• 2 cents a meal offering 
• Youth Group at 6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
*Linda Calcek 

 

 

 

 

 
*Kathi Horan  

Bible Study at 2 pm  
 
 
**Ryan & Joelle McWreath 
 
 
 

*Anniston McWreath 
*Becky Mutich Moore 

9 am  -1 pm Homeless 
Bag Project  
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 



 

First Presbyterian Church 
501 Fayette Avenue 
Rostraver Twp. PA 15012 
 
 
 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Street, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Street 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616   
Fax and Fellowship Hall Phone: 724-929-0209 

e-mail: office@fpresbv.org 
Web: www.fpresbv.org 

 
Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
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http://www.fpresbv.org/
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