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Waiting. It can be tedious and frustrating but, 
nevertheless, we wait. Waiting. Our minds 
aren’t built for it. We want to do it now, to get it 
now, to be done with it, to see the results, but 
we wait. 

Years ago, before the advent of technology, 
waiting was a little bit easier, I would assume. 
But, even then, waiting was hard. Consider 
these who waited: 

The first parents, Adam and Eve, waited for 
the promise that God would send someone to 
defeat the serpent. Abraham waited for a son 
who would fulfill God’s promise. The Israelites 
waited in exile (Egypt, Babylon, etc.) to return 
home. The nation waited for centuries, like the 
first parents, for the Messiah. Mary waited 
nine months to see the child that God had 
ordained. And we wait for Christ’s return and 
to see Him face to face. 

The famous preacher, G. Campbell Morgan, 
once said, “Waiting for God is not laziness. 
Waiting for God is not going to sleep. Waiting 
for God is not the abandonment of effort.  
Waiting for God means, first, activity under 
command; second, readiness for any new 
command that may come; third, the ability to 
do nothing until the command is given. 

And so we wait. Like children waiting for a 
present or “till your father gets home.” Not all 
waiting is pleasant, is it? We wait for what is 
expected to be good. We wait for the 
conversation when we will have to answer for 
ourselves. We wait in tenuous faith for the 
fulfillment of the promises made to us, 
whether by others or by God.  

What is God doing? Why must I wait? Our 
temptation is to busy ourselves with 
preparations and activity, which, at best, mute 

our questions and concerns or at least 
suppress the anxiety of anticipation for a time.  

The Advent season isn’t just about waiting, 
however. It is a time of preparation, a time 
when we slow down, consider God’s promises 
and plan, and reflect on our readiness to 
welcome the Promised One into our hearts 
and lives. It is meant to be a time of 
development, change, and devotion. 

This Advent season, as we prepare our hearts 
to celebrate Christ’s coming as the Promised 
One, the birth of a baby who changed the 
world, I hope you will take time each day to 
stop, find a quiet moment or place, and let the 
Spirit provide calm and rest. Will you, with me, 
take a moment each day to meditate on the 
scriptures and allow God to speak to your 
heart about what is planned for you to receive, 
but also to give and do.  

Even while we are waiting, this IS the day the 
Lord has made, and we can rejoice that no 
moment or day is wasted. You see, Christmas 
isn’t just about the baby who came some 
2,000 year ago, but about the King and Savior 
who is coming back. We don’t now the hour or 
day, but we know He is coming. Let us, then, 
wait on the Spirit and use this time to prepare 
for His coming again, when we will receive the 
reward and inheritance—unearned by us—
graciously ordained through God’s unending 
mercy and grace. Let us take this time to put 
aside anger and rancor, frustration and 
disappointment, to understand God’s grace 
toward us and share it with those around us. 

Most importantly, let us, in the quiet moments 
of our waiting, remember that waiting is also a 
gift from God.  

A Note from the Pastor 



December Birthdays 

Dec. 1 
Maxine Brownlee 

David Neel  

Dec. 2 
Judy Latchem 

Betty Jo Thomas 

Dec. 3 Jacob Davis 

Dec. 10 Scott Marklewicz 

Dec. 11 Tommy Rodriguez  

Dec. 12 Melissa Zeli 

Dec. 13 Janice Jupin  

Dec. 16 Dennis Lynn 

Dec. 18 

Zack Brewer 

Anne McCorkle 

Eric Zunic 

Dec. 20 Terri Ruboksy 

Dec. 24 

Bobbi Jo Huebner 

Carol Tragesser 

Frank Garofalo 

Dec. 25 Ken Day  

December Anniversaries 

Dec. 31 Brett & Mary Lou Berish  

Does your special day, or that of  
another member not appear here?  
Contact the church office to help  

us update our records 

 

Condolences and Prayer 

We offer our thoughts and prayers to the 
families of Leroy Walters (Jean Miller and Pat 
Sholtis), and the family of Marlene Amoroso, 

who passed on Thanksgiving morning.  
The families thank you for your prayers.   

 
Condolences for Marlene Amoroso may be 

sent to Bob and Lisa Aten, 62 Fordham 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229.   

 
Please do not send condolences to  
John Amoroso at the nursing home. 

 
If you have questions, please call the pastor. 

 

 

We will celebrate the coming of our Savior on 
Christmas Eve at 11 pm with scripture, song, 
and candlelight worship. Join us in person for 
this special service or on Facebook. Pastor 
Mary Kay is recruiting individuals to participate 
as readers and/or special music. Please 
contact the office as soon as possible if you 
are interested. On this special night, when we 
remember the prophets, the shepherds, the 
angels, and the Child born to save us, make 
time to celebrate in worship and fellowship. 
 
 

New Year’s Eve 

Celebration Potluck 

 

Last year a group of our church women 
gathered for a potluck supper in Fellowship 
Hall to usher out the old year. We had a great 
time, and we want to do it again!  

This New Year’s Eve, from 5-8 pm, we will 
share some great food, and we have some 
fun activities planned, as well. Everyone is 
invited to join! 
 
If you want to attend, please call B.J. Thomas 
at 412-953-4852 to let her know how many 
people and what food you will bring so we can 
coordinate the meal and the activities. Please 
let us know by 12/15, if possible. 
 
  



A Wonderful Day for  

Chicken Pies 
 
You know they say miracles quite often 
happen during the Christmas season, but I 
believe ours here at 1st Presbyterian 
happened a little early. This past Friday we 
were buzzing. We made 290 chicken pies ( a 
record if I might add) all before lunch time!    
I would like to thank our hard-working group of 
dough rollers and pie fillers: Cheryl, Denise, 
Barb, Kay, Theresa,  Edie, June, Bill, and 
Kate Kapolka, who is our roller in training. I 
also want to thank our kitchen staff: Rose, 
Karen, Linda, Susan, and Carol who put in 
tireless hours. Thank you to Natalie who 
keeps all the orders for us and answers 
countless questions about them.  
Thanks to Bobbi Jo and John for helping to 
keep the money straight!! These pies could 
not be made without the contributions of flour 
and Crisco from all of you! As well as those 
who order the pies. It is amazing to hear all 
the wonderful comments about these delicious 
pies. 
And finally, thanks to the lady who co-
ordinates all these efforts, Jane Bonari.  
Whose expertise in making the dough is what 
keeps our customers coming back. 
And we are proud to say that this sale brought 
in $1510!! Let’s hope this fund raiser can 
continue in 2023. 
 

    Sharon Zunic  
 

Communion Offering 
Natalie Brewer, Mission Committee Chair 

December—Domestic Violence Services for  
                   Washington and Fayette County 

We are working on the 2023 Communion 
Offering Calendar. If you have suggestions for 
ministries to support, please feel free to 
contact Natalie or any other member of 
Mission Committee. Thank you for ongoing 
support of our Mission Committee.  

Natalie Brewer, Chair  
Judy Latchem, Lori Lamberski,  

Nancy Komlos, Eileen Kunca  

 

As Project Leader of the Samaritan’s Purse-
Operation Christmas Child I would like to 
thank everyone who donated items through 
the year and/or packed Shoeboxes for this 
project. Your donations and contributions are 
monumental in sharing the true meaning of 
Christmas with children in need around the 
world. 

We packed 59 shoeboxes at the packing party 
and with individual shoebox collections, on 
behalf of First Presbyterian Church, we 
delivered a total of 77 shoeboxes at the drop-
off location in Fayette City. Last year we 
shipped 54 shoeboxes. The total of 
shoeboxes for 2022 increased by 23. 

These 77 shoeboxes, packed with fun toys, 
school supplies and hygiene items, will bring 
joy to children in need around the world.  Each 
gift-filled shoebox is a tangible expression of 
God’s love, and it is often the first gift these 
children have ever received.   

Thank you again to everyone who participated 
in the global project—many who do so year 
after year. These simple gifts, packed with 
love, send a message to children worldwide 
that they are loved and not forgotten by you 
and by God. May God bless all of you. 

Lori Lamberski 

 

Thank you!



IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, Dec. 11 
 

We will have a congregational meeting 
immediately following worship on Sunday, 
December 11th, to present the 2023 budget  
and to elect our officers for the class of 2025. 
Please plan to attend worship in person, if 
possible, or on Zoom. Only active members 
will be able to nominate or vote. For 
questions, or to get Zoom information, please 
call the church office. 

 

HOLIDAY GOODIES 
Made by Valdiserri’s Bakery 

We are selling fresh baked goodies from 
Valdiserri’s for Christmas time! Enclosed is an 
order form for you to choose from! Orders are 
due on December 12th, and pickup will be on 
December 21st from 2-5 pm! Don’t miss out! 
Contact Bobbi Jo for more information!  

 

Food And Fellowship 
Continues 

Take a break from holiday preparations and 

join us on Tuesday, December 20th, for our 

monthly luncheon, this month featuring soups 

and a sandwich. Know someone who might 

enjoy the meal and the fellowship? Call and 

invite them! The meal is free, and donations 

are received to support the Rostraver and 

Washington Township food pantries and the 

Presbyterian Hunger Fund. 

Come and receive nourishment for your body 

and heart and make a difference for others 

who need a helping hand. 

Come to eat or to volunteer, or both. All are 

welcome. 

 
 

 

 

Sausage Bread 

A few people have been asking for this  

delicious recipe by Jessica Phillabaum!  

Items needed: 
Bundt pan 

2 cup package of mild cheddar cheese 
9.6 oz Jimmy Dean sausage crumbles 
Rhodes self-rising dough balls 
Packet of dry Ranch seasoning  
Cooking spray 

 

1. Spray Bundt pan with cooking spray. 
2. Place dough balls around circle. 
3. Sprinkle cheese, sausage, and dry Ranch 

seasoning. 
4. Place another layer of dough balls around 

the circle. Note: if any dry ranch seasoning 
left sprinkle the rest on top. 

5. Cover and let rise for about 8 hours 
6. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
7. Uncover bread and bake in oven for 30 

minutes to an hour depending on the oven. 
It will be golden brown. 

8. Take a butter knife around edges when 
down and flip it over onto a plate. 

9. Serve and enjoy. 

Missed a Message? 
It has happened to all of us. The phone rings 
and it’s a message from the church, but we 

can’t get to it in time or can’t answer, and our 
answering machine doesn’t record it. You sit 

there wondering, What did I just miss?  

Well, you don’t have to wonder anymore.  
Did you know that you can call the One Call 

Now system to hear the latest message?  

Here’s the way: 
1. Call 877-698-3261 from the number 

where you received the call. 
2. Press 1 to hear the recent message.   
3. The system will tell you when the 

message was sent and ask you if you 
want to hear it. Press 1 to listen. 

 
A few people haven’t been getting messages.  
If you haven’t received a message, please call 
the church office to let us know.  We are 
working with the company to remedy the 
problem. 
 



Financial Updates 
 

  
October 

(1/12th of budget) 

Budget Amounts  $  12,713.58  

Giving as of 10/31/22  $  5,853.00  

Investment Income  $     522.16  

Manse Rental  $     950.00  

Fundraisers income  $   1,269.00  

Month/Year to Date  $   8,594.16  

  -$   4,119.42 

 

  
November 

(1/12th of budget) 

Budget Amounts  $  12,713.58  

Giving as of 
11/21/22 

 $  3,812.00  

Investment Income   

Manse Rental  $   950.00  

Fundraisers income  $  1,702.00  

Month/Year to Date  $  6,464.00  

  -$  6,249.58 

 

Support the Church . . . 

by Shopping! 

If you are shopping on Amazon.com this year, 
please remember to go to 
smile.amazon.com, instead.  It is the same 
company and prices, but if you use Amazon 
Smile and choose First Presbyterian Church 
of Belle Vernon as your current charity, 
Amazon will send a portion of your purchase 
back to the church, at no additional cost to 
you. This is a great way to make money for 
the church while spending what you would 
have anyway. 

Generosity Campaign 

The letters are on their way with this year’s 
invitation to stewardship and participation in 
the work God is doing among us.  
 
In the envelope you found a narrative budget 
describing where funds from offerings and 
fundraisers are allocated. Please note: 
because of an error, the total budget amount 
listed is slightly higher than the real amount.  
 
Please review the brochure and pray about 
what part of God’s provision to you can 
support the work of God and the life of the 
church. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the church office. 
 

 

 
  

To make a onetime 
gift or to sign up  
for our online  
giving program,  
scan this QR code  
with your mobile  
device.  
All donations are processed 
through the Presbyterian 
Foundation and VANCO Giving 
Services and are secure and 
protected. 
 



 

MOSES at Sight and 

Sound Theater 

The Sight and Sound theatre in Lancaster will 
be performing the story of Moses next spring. 
Your friends at Rehoboth Presbyterian Church 
have planned an overnight bus trip to share 
this awesome experience for April 27 -28, 
2023 (Thursday to Friday) and would like to 
extend an invitation to any of you who may 
want to join them.  

Cost of $230* per person includes ticket to the 
performance, hotel room (based on double 
occupancy), bus transportation (with bagged 
lunch on first day), and buffet dinner at 
Hershey Farms.  

On Friday, we’ll start out with breakfast at the 
hotel, then shopping at Kitchen Kettle and Bird 
in Hand Farm Markets, before returning home 
by evening. (This after breakfast plan is a 
suggestion for now. We’ll see what the group 
decides.) Please contact Ed and Becky 
(Mutich) Moore at 412-370-0992 if interested.  
Deposit of $80 requested by January 1, 2023. 
Balance due April 3, 2023. 

*This cost is based on a group of 40 and will 
be lowered to $215 if 50 in the group. 
 

 

 

Shepherd’s Voice 

Christmas Concert 

The Riverview Baptist Church at 405 Main 
Street, New Eagle will be hosting Shepherd’s 
Voice Christmas Concert on Friday, 
December 9th at 7 pm. Come join them for a 
relaxing evening of music. There is no 
admission fee. A Love Offering will be 
received.  

Ministerium 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Thanks to everyone who helped with our 
BVAM Thanksgiving Dinner this year.  
Whether you helped by cooking, giving, 
serving, or just being there, you helped us 
feed approximately 175 individuals who would 
not have had a Thanksgiving meal this year. 

Many of the recipients wanted to say a big 
“thank you” to those who helped, and to First 
Presbyterian for hosting again this year. 
 
 

St. Sebastian’s Country 

Christmas Celebration 

Sunday, Dec. 10, 3-6 pm 

Get into the Christmas spirit with our local 
community and church. All are welcome to 
join in the festivities which include: Live 
Nativity, Pictures with Santa, Ornament 
Decorating, Cookie Decorating, Bonfire with 
S'mores, Gingerbread Decorating Contest, 
Horse and Carriage Rides, Food and Drinks, 
Music, A Wish Tree, and Luminaries (must 
pre-purchase at St. Sebastian Church). 
A parade is scheduled for 2 pm to help kick off 
the event!  

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Street, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Street 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616  
Fax and Fellowship Hall Phone: 724-929-0209 

e-mail: office@fpresbv.org 
Web: www.fpresbv.org 

 
Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
YouTube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletins and newsletter available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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