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The beauty of fall surrounds us, reminding us, 
once again, that God is truly amazing. But it 
doesn’t take “flaming” trees to demonstrate 
God’s great artistry. Unfortunately, we often 
fail to take the time to recognize what God is 
doing in and around us or, perhaps, to open 
the door to what God wants to do. 
 

These past almost three years have been a 
roller coaster, haven’t they? With the 
pandemic and all that followed we often have 
been “out of breath” and wondering what God 
is doing. Isn’t that the nature of the human 
mind, to notice what’s wrong and block out 
what is good? Leading up to Advent, I am 
inviting you to enter, with me, a season of 
intentional gratitude. You are receiving a 
guide with daily scriptures to help us meditate 
on God’s Word and consider all that God has 
and is doing in us, and our worship services 
will emphasize God’s blessings and gifts. 
 

Why do we concentrate on the bad, or the not 
good enough, to the exclusion of all that is 
positive or good? Perhaps it is the way our 
minds are wired up—looking for answers or 
fixes to the problems in us and around us. 
Maybe it is because we don’t want to admit 
that we could be part a part of the issue. More 
than that, I believe our tendency to look for 
and emphasize things that are not good 
enough is actually related to our misunder-
standing of God, God’s gracious care for the 
world, and what God seeks to do in each of 
us.  
 

The human mind wants to be valid, to be 
affirmed, to be “enough.” But our world, our 
systems, our relationships, and even our 
fragile emotions often tell us something much 
different. Looking at our circumstances  
 

instead of the Creator, we assume that there 
is something wrong with us that we can’t fix. 
Without the mindset and understanding of 
God’s grace and care for creation and for 
each of us, we might succumb to the feelings 
of being judged and found wanting, of being 
“not enough,” and the ensuing sadness can 
turn to depression, frustration, or even rage. 
Without recognizing that God loves us and 
has a plan for each of us, and that God 
promises to work all things—even negative 
ones—to our good, we might look at all that is 
around us as what we need to overcome and 
to fix, which rarely works the way we hope it 
will. 
 

But God! When God’s grace is added to the 
equation, we find another way. Rather than 
focus on what has been done to us, when we 
focus on God’s love and forgiveness for us—
much like the story of Zacchaeus this Sunday 
(Luke 19:1-10)—we find a way forward. 

Rather than focus on the fact that the trees 
are going to sleep for a time of cold and 
barrenness, if we look at the marvel of the 
cycle of life and the promise of new life, we 
can find ourselves in another mindset. We can 
recognize that we are recipients of promises 
that cannot fail and learn to affirm whatever 
comes our way as another step in becoming a 
new creation, transformed into God’s image.  
When we take the time to lift our frustrations, 
failures, hurts and pain to the One who loves 
us so greatly that He sent His only Son, to lay 
down His life for our healing and salvation, we 
begin to look at the world, and our 
circumstances and relationships, differently.  

When we add God into the mix of our swirling 
thoughts and emotions, we can find a buffer 
for our disappointment and frustration. When 
we recognize that God forgives and loves us 
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and how God is working in each of us, we 
become a part of that healing and growing 
process in others. When we take, to quote the 
song, “everything to God in prayer,” we can 
find rest and peace as we lift those things and 
place them in God’s hands, knowing He will 
help us navigate any gorge or mountain. 
 

I invite you to a time of gratitude, an eyes-
open, heart-baring, ears-listening, and hope-
building exercise in faith. I guarantee you that 
there is nothing—no argument, no illness, no 
separation, no impediment, no impossible 
mountain—that God cannot bring you through, 
because God is the God of life, of grace, and 
of love, for each of us, for all of us. I invite you 
to consider the thought that you are God's 
creation. The work that He has created in 
each of us will be made complete as we allow 
Him to do it. The plan that God has for each of 
us is one of hope and joy and of love that 
never fails; however, getting there often takes 
some soul-searching and growth. Will you 
pray with me? 
 

God of all mercy and grace, we are feeble and 
weak, though we rarely want to admit it. Our 
hearts and minds deceive us, telling us that if 
we admit our weakness, we are less than, that 
we aren’t pleasing to you. Help me today to 
welcome your transforming power, even when 
it comes through challenges. Help me today to 
open my heart and mind to your light shining 
on all those things that keep me from 
experiencing your freedom and joy. Help me 
to accept that in Christ I am your child, loved 
and cherished and being made into your 
image. Help me recognize the thoughts that 
keep me from seeing the beauty in this world, 
in my life, and in those around me, so that, in 
finding freedom from those things, I can 
experience the true joy of living with others.  
Help me to rejoice in you always and to 
recognize that in Christ I am being made 
complete and, therefore, can love another with 
that same grace and forgiveness. Thank you 
for loving me just as I am and for receiving me 
as your own. Amen. 

Thankful for you,  

  

 

 

November  Birthdays 

Nov. 6 Marilyn Scanlon 

Nov. 10 
Reid Exley 

Brennan Morgan 

Nov. 12 
Taylor Rodriguez 

Katie Zeli 

Nov. 13 Kathy Buckalew 

Nov. 14 Baileigh Horan 

Nov. 15 Lori Marr 

Nov. 17 Donna Mueller 

Nov. 20 Bob Roskovich 

Nov. 21 Erin Exley 

Nov. 22 Barb Peters 

Nov. 24 Nancy Koons 

Nov. 26 
Dennis Peters  

Amie Zeli 

Nov. 29 
Becky Moravec 

Matthew Bair 

Nov. 30 JT Mateka  

November Anniversaries 

Nov. 1 Steven & Lisa Conger  

Nov. 11 John & Marlene Amoroso 

Nov. 21 John & Nancy Koons 

Nov. 23 Michael & Jennifer Metikosh 

Nov. 24 Jeffrey & Katherine Bevan  

Does your special day, or that of  
another member not appear here?  
Contact the church office to help  

us update our records 

  

The end of daylight  
savings time, which  
offers an extra hour of  
sleep (but dark too  
soon) is approaching.  
This seasonal change  
will occur this weekend, at 2 am on Sunday, 
November 6th. So don’t forget to change your clocks 
and “fall back” Saturday night before you go to bed! 



A Month of Gratitude –  
A Personal Study Guide for November 

 

1. Ephesians 2:8:  For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  Our 
month of gratitude begins with the basis of 
our faith, that salvation is a gift from God, 
not because of our goodness or our talents 
or beauty, but because we have believed 
in God. 

2. Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  We all like to receive gifts, 
but this gift was given with no strings 
attached, and in spite of our sin and failures. 
Take time today to thank God for all that 
has been forgiven and the new life you 
have received. 

3. Psalms 106:1: Praise the LORD. Give thanks 
to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures 
forever.  The precursor to gratitude is 
knowing that God is good and God that 
God’s love never changes. Take time today 
to think about the good things God has 
placed in your life. 

4.  1 Timothy 4:4-5: For everything God created 
is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with thanks-giving,  Too often we 
concentrate on what seems to be bad, but 
if we truly believe that God is over all, we 
will recognize that everything can be 
redeemed by God’s work in our lives. 

5. 2 Corinthians 4:16: Therefore, we do not lose 
heart. Though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed 
day by day.  Problems may come our way, 
but that which is eternal will remain—the 
work God does in our hearts. God will 
complete the work begun in us. 

6.  1 Thessalonians 5:18: give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.  When I understand that God is 
working in my life, I can thank God who uses 
everything to make me what I will be,   

7.  Psalm 95:2-3: Let us come before him with 
thanksgiving and extol him with music and 
song. For the LORD is the great God, the 
great King above all gods.  Recognizing 
God’s goodness isn’t just for Sundays. Sing 
the songs of praise every day. 

8.  2 Corinthians 9:11: You will be enriched in 
every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
Trusting in God enriches us in so many ways, 
and our thankfulness produces generosity, 
that causes others to be thankful, too. 

9.  Colossians 4:2: Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful. Without a 
relationship, we may feel abandoned. 
Cultivate prayer so you will be able to 
recognize God’s involvement and care. 

10.  Psalm 28:7: The LORD is my strength and my 
shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps 
me. My heart leaps for joy, and with my 
song I praise him. Is God your shield and 
protection? Trusting in God bring benefits—
God’s help and strength.  

11. Romans 5:1: Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Salvation 
means that, because of Christ, God looks at 
us “just as if” we had never sinned. Be 
thankful. 

12.  1 Peter 2:10: Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. Once alone, we are 
family; once judged and found wanting, we 
are justified; once lost, we are God’s 
children. 

13. Colossians 3:15: Let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful. Having found peace with God, we 
can extend that peace to others by offering 
grace to them, as well. 

14. Colossians 3:17: And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. A thankful 
heart can’t help but do and say what brings 
glory to God. 

15. John 14:1: “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 
me. It isn’t enough to just say, “I believe in 
God!” we find peace with God through 
Jesus Christ.  



16. 2 Corinthians 9:12: This service that you 
perform is not only supplying the needs of 
the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in 
many expressions of thanks to God. 
Gratitude breeds generosity, and generosity 
causes thankfulness in others. I am thankful 
for you. 

17. Psalm 100:4: Enter his gates with thanks-
giving and his courts with praise; give 
thanks to him and praise his name. While 
you may worship at home, you are part of a 
family of faith.  Join us to offer God thanks 
together. 

18. James 1:17:  Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows.  Whatever happens in 
your life, you can depend on the truth that 
God never changes. 

19. Hebrews 12:29: Therefore, since we are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship 
God acceptably with reverence and awe. 
Even when our world is shaken, God’s 
kingdom is not. We can rest in the hands 
that hold us firmly, thanking God in all 
things. 

20. Psalm 188:14-15: The LORD is my strength 
and my defense ; he has become my 
salvation. Shouts of joy and victory resound 
in the tents of the righteous: “The LORD’s 
right hand has done mighty things!” Give 
glory to God and proclaim His mighty deeds 
to all those you meet so they will praise God 
along with you. 

21. Psalm 118:6: The LORD is with me; I will not 
be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me? 
God’s power is greater than anything that 
might come our way. And God’s faithful 
care will carry us through everything.  

22. Romans 8:1-2: Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has set you free  
from the law of sin and of death. Guilt is no 
longer our companion or our persecutor. 
God has set us free from  
all blame through Christ. 

23. Romans 8:15: For you did not receive a spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
received a spirit of adoption. Like a child 
without a family, lost and without hope, 
God has chosen you and given you a new 
name—child of God. 

24. Ephesians 5:19-20: but be filled with the 
Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs to one another, singing and 
making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 
giving thanks to God the Father at all times 
and for everything in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  On this Thanksgiving Day, let 
your thankfulness be evident, not just for 
turkey and dressing, but for all that God has 
done and is doing in you and those around 
you. 

25. Romans 8: 38-39: For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Nothing can separate you from God 
when your mind and heart are set on God.  

26. 2 Timothy 1:3: I am grateful to God—whom I 
worship with a clear conscience, as my 
ancestors did—when I remember you 
constantly in my prayers night and day. 
Prayer is the way to be connected not only 
to God, but to God’s people. Thank God for 
those who have a part in your life, even 
when it isn’t what you expected or desired. 

27. Colossians 3:16: Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in 
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs to God. God’s Word is effective and 
useful for our growth and unity. Be thankful 
for all that God does with and through us 
and sing His praise! 

28. Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths. God promises 
to direct us in the way that is right for us 
when we rely on God. Thank God for this 
promise. 

29. Romans 8:28: We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. 
Know it, believe it, live it! Trust God and be 
thankful. 

30. Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. God is good, all the time, even when 
it doesn’t seem so to our eyes or minds.  
Give thanks for what God has done and 
what God will do as we trust God with 
everything. 

 

Compiled  by Mary Kay Glunt 



Welcome to Our New 

Organist, Joe Balogh 

This Sunday, October 30th, Joe Balogh will 
join us in worship. He comes to us from First 
Methodist, Belle Vernon, where he will 
continue playing after our service. So, if he 
heads out quickly, don’t worry, he isn’t leaving 
us—he’s just heading to FMC to play for them. 

Joe began playing in the church at Donora 
Presbyterian Church when he was about 14. 
He started playing at First United Methodist in 
the early 70s and will continue ministering 
there and with us. On Saturday nights he 
plays at the Duquesne Club. 

Joe’s skills will enhance our worship, and 
when he can stick around and fellowship, you 
will definitely enjoy his sense of humor. 

 

HOA Luncheon and Work Day 

Women, join us Thursday, November 3rd, at 
12:30 pm for our monthly luncheon and 
meeting. Stay afterward as we work on the 
kitchen, cleaning and organizing. All women 
are welcome to join us, even if you aren’t a 
paid member. 

HOA, also know as “Helping One Another,” 
began years ago and continues as a women’s 
group. We meet monthly, help with church 
activities, and sponsor fundraisers to help 
support projects in the church. 

If you have questions, call Linda Aten at 724-
929-6406. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

To make a onetime gift or to sign up for 
our online giving program, scan this QR 
code with your mobile device. All 
donations are processed through the 
Presbyterian Foundation and VANCO 
Giving Services and is secure and 
protected. 
 



Free Thanksgiving Dinner 

The Belle Vernon Area 
Ministerium will once 
again offer a free  
TAKE-OUT ONLY 
Thanksgiving Day 
Friendship Dinner at our 
church. Meals will be 
available from 11:30 am 
to 1:30 pm on 

Thanksgiving Day. The dinner is open to the 
anyone in the community and free of charge, 
so please spread the word. Remember, this is 
take-out only.  

As far as supporting the event, BVAM needs 
helpers for as much time as you can spare, 
either or both Wednesday and Thursday, to 
set up, prepare, and especially to help clean 
up after the meal. If you are willing to bake a 
turkey, watch for information in the bulletin or 
call the church office.  

 
 

Advent Preparations 
  

On Sunday, November 
20th, after worship, we will 
stay to decorate the 
church for Christmas. All 
help is welcome!  

This is always a special 
time for our church as we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord!  
 
 

Christmas Poinsettias  

We will once again be taking orders for 
Christmas Poinsettias for 
the Christmas Eve 
services. You may take 
your poinsettias home 
after the 10 pm service.  

We will announce more 
information soon and will 
also be posted on our website. Feel free to 
call the church office. 

  

 

Once again, the Mission Committee will be 
sponsoring an Angel Tree for local children in 
our community for Christmas. The tree will be 
put out later in November. 

Every Christmas there are children who do not 
receive gifts because their families are 
struggling financially and cannot afford the 
expense. The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree 
Program has been running for over 40 years 
to ensure that these children have a wonderful 
holiday season with their families. “Angel 
Tags” will be placed in the sanctuary, and you 
may choose the child for whom you wish to 
buy.  

Please do not wrap the presents before 
returning them to the church, just place the 
tag on their bag holding the gifts. Thank you 
so much for making this a successful mission 
project and a Merry Christmas for local 
children here in the Mon Valley area.  
 
    Natalie Brewer 

Mission Committee, Chair   
 

 



Faith Promises 
 

In the next few weeks, you will be getting a 
letter about making your faith promise for 
2023. As a member of First Church, please 
consider your role in the financial wellbeing of 
the church. Your faith promise ultimately 
covers the cost of everyday expenses 
including utilities and maintenance of the 
building, as well as mission program 
development, salaries, and outreach to the 
community.  

Your faith promises should also include 
participation in church activities such as pie 
making, the flea market, plant sale and, of 
course, attendance on Sunday mornings.  

Please consider increasing your current 
promise by at least $5 per week (or more), 
and remember to provide your one-time First 
Fruits assessment of $43.50 per member to 
support our presbytery and national church. 
These first fruits help the presbytery and the 
national church provide the services that help 
our church succeed.  

Thank you and remember, “God loves a 
cheerful giver.”  

     Carol Tragesser 
   Stewardship Chair  

 

Communion Offerings 
Natalie Brewer, Mission Committee Chair 

Remaining Communion Offerings in 2022 

November—The Welcome Home Shelter 

December—Domestic Violence Services for  
                   Washington and Fayette County 

We are working on the 2023 Communion 
Offering Calendar. If you have suggestions for 
ministries to support, please feel free to 
contact Natalie or any other member of 
Mission Committee. Thank you for ongoing 
support of our Mission Committee.  

Natalie Brewer, Chair  
Judy Latchem, Lori Lamberski, Nancy 
Komlos, Eileen Kunca  

 

WeeKirk Conference  
 

The Wee Kirk conference is held annually for 
small congregations to get together and share 
ideas and reflect on  church life.  

A small church average attendance is 
approximately 40. The conference was 
attended by churches with  5 to 80 weekly in 
attendance. The conference was attended by 
approximately 75 clergy and lay persons from 
the northeastern part of the US.  

Professors, clergy, and the president of the 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary presented 
plenary sessions and workshops.   

It was very interesting hearing from others how 
they had handled the pandemic and how they 
were still handling it. We are right with most of 
all the churches that were represented.  

A couple takeaways from the conference for 
me were: 

1. We need to look outside the box. Take 
an item, like a string of lights and figure 
out what else it can be used for. Such 
as, a bow, a sign to the light the way, to 
tie something together.  

2. That Fred Rogers was way ahead of his 
times in dealing with death and racial 
issues.  

3. Instead of saying “No” to a situation, say 
“Yes, but” and give a reason that you 
wanted to say no.  

The fellowship with the other individuals from 
churches of the same size provided hope for 
the future that we are not the only ones in our 
struggles.  

    Bobbi Jo Huebner  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Bible Study 

Goes to the 

Movies 

Our Tuesday afternoon 

Bible study just 

completed “Twelve 

More Women of the Bible.” It was an 

enjoyable study. If you want to go through the 

study on your own, or to start another meeting 

at a different time, let Pastor Glunt know. 

Beginning Tuesday, November 4th, and 

continuing through December, we will have 

afternoon movie break, watching inspirational 

movies at 2 p.m. Some of the movies will 

include those about Bible characters and 

biblical themes, and maybe even Sight & 

Sound videos, if I get permission.  Come and 

join us! We may even have popcorn! 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Once again this 
year, FPC invites 
you to participate 
in Operation 
Christmas Child.  

 

Each year church groups put together shoe 
boxes of gifts for children throughout the 
world, including children on reservations in the 
US. The boxes are distributed to children who 
may not know that Jesus exists or that He 
loves them. The shoeboxes are delivered by 
boat, airplane, donkey, camel, elephant, and 
by people carrying the boxes on their heads 
and walking to different, out-of-reach villages. 
For some children, this may be the only “gift” 
they have ever received in their lives. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 
We are providing shoeboxes, information, and 
a list of allowable items. You can include a 
personal letter for the child who will receive 
the box. In addition, you can build a shoebox 
online on the website. If you build one online, 
please let us know so we can include it in our 

number of boxes sent. If you don’t have time 
to shop, you can also donate $28 (includes 
postage), and we will shop for you. Boxes are 
due Sunday, November 14th.  Invite your 
friends and family to participate, too! 
Donations to cover cost of shipping are 
welcome, as well. 

PRE-PACKING PARTY, Thurs., Nov. 3rd,  
9 am to noon (or when finished)  Help us 
prepare for packing boxes. We will need help 
setting up tables, putting up signs, and sorting 
donated items. If you have items to donate, 
please bring them that morning. 

PACKING PARTY, Sat., Nov. 5, 9 am to 
noon (or when finished)  Last year three of 
us attended a packing party at a church in 
Finleyville. This year we are hosting our own 
packing party where we will 1) pack the  
items you have donated throughout the year,  
2) make Christmas cards for the children, and  
3) enjoy fellowship, fun, and snacks.  

For more information, please call the church 
office (724) 929-7616 or Lori Lamberski (724) 
858-5965. 

In addition to what we send, OCC adds a 
storybook about Jesus Christ and how He 
loves us. Children will be invited to a class 
where they will learn more about the Great 
Journey and will receive a New Testament  
of their very own. 

Operation Christmas Child spreads the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to every corner of the world. 
More than 75,000 pastors and church leaders 
share the Gospel every year at outreach 
events where shoebox gifts are delivered. The 
shoebox outreach events are planned and 
implemented by volunteers in the local church 
who know the culture and language best. 
Local believers are trained to present the 
Gospel in a child-friendly way. We work with 
the volunteer National Leadership Team to 
develop a strategy for evangelism, 
discipleship, and multiplication of believers 
and churches in their communities. 
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