
 

  

PRESBY BEACON  
"Shining the Light of Christ in the Mon Valley" 

January 2023  

How do you celebrate the new year? Some of 
us examine the previous year and make 
resolutions to continue the good and 
discontinue that which wasn’t very helpful. 
Some of us stay up, make the toast, go to 
bed, and wake up much the same as the day, 
and the year, before. In fact, many people 
return to work and routine on the second of 
January feeling let down and frustrated. 

The holiday season, with all its pageantry and 
beauty and celebration, can lift one’s spirits, 
but the holidays, and their passing, often find 
many of us wondering what it is all about. We 
put away our decorations and lights. The 
Christmas cards are set aside, and there are  
a lot less excuses to visit with friends and 
family. We return to the ordinary, to the 
everyday, and sometimes find it hard to keep 
moving forward. 

King Solomon, the writer of Ecclesiastes, 
understood a bit about this. In chapter 2, he 
recounts all his accomplishments: he received 
great wisdom, enjoyed great pleasures, built 
great houses, with servants, herds and flocks. 
He went after whatever he wanted, and got it. 
He worked hard and achieved what he set out 
to do. And yet, he realized that the same fate 
befalls both those who are accomplished and 
those who are not.  

“13 Then I saw that wisdom excels folly as light 
excels darkness. . . . Yet I perceived that the 
same fate befalls all of them. 15 Then I said to 
myself, “What happens to the fool will happen 
to me also; why then have I been so very 
wise?” And I said to myself that this also is 
vanity.” 

Solomon was frustrated because all he had 
accomplished would last for a time, but when 
he was gone, someone else would enjoy it, 
someone else would maintain or destroy it. 
Pride in his accomplishments, seeking 
pleasure and possessions, even hard work 
seemed like vanity to him. He was frustrated 
that one day he would be no different than the 
lowest worker, the most foolish person, or 
anyone else. So why go on? 

But then he found the answer as recorded in 
chapter 3. “1 For everything there is a season 
and a time for every matter under heaven:” 
Anyone who was alive in the 60s and later 
remember these words, penned by Solomon 
but made famous by the rock group The 
Byrds. (Are you singing it in your head yet?)  

Here's the thing, friends, those of us who work 
hard get tired and frustrated because it seems 
things never change. Those of us who are 
frustrated because we don’t seem to be 
succeeding, want to give up because it’s all 
vanity and folly. And on and on the list goes. 
But the truth, as Solomon found out, is that 
God has a plan. God knows where He has 
placed each one and the tasks God has given 
us.  

God’s desire is that we find fulfillment in our 
lives today—not the future, or our reputations, 
or in our successes, because those belong in 
God’s hands—but to realize that we can find 
enjoyment in life when we place it all on God, 
giving all the glory to God. We can find 
pleasure in knowing that “14 I know that 
whatever God does endures forever; nothing 
can be added to it nor anything taken from it; 
God has done this so that all should stand in 
awe before him.”. 

A Note from the Pastor 



As we move forward into this new year, I hope 
you will take some time to consider the past, 
and to thank God for what you have and what 
you had. I urge you to take stock of what has 
past, rejoicing in the wonderful, and thanking 
God for the promise to work all things together 
for your good and to make all things new, 
even our mistakes and challenges.  

Further, will you join me in praying that God 
will help us find pleasure in the work God has 
assigned to us, to give us wisdom and energy, 
imagination and strength, but in all these 
things to remember “God has done this so 
that all should stand in awe before him.”. 

God who made us and is remaking us, remind 
us today and each day that this time, 
regardless of its joy or sorrow, health or 
struggle, success or status quo, or downfall—
is beautiful because you are in it. Bring us 
back to our reason for being: to glorify you 
and to enjoy you forever.” Help us find 
pleasure in your presence so that others  
may find you as well. Amen.  

 

January Birthdays 

Jan. 1 Marguerite Patterson 

Jan .2 Terry Lape 

Jan. 4 
Jim Barak 

Tori Callaway  

Jan. 11 Dan Davis 

Jan. 15 Harold Huzela 

Jan. 16 Duane Nelson 

Jan. 17 Joe Kennedy 

Jan. 21 Rose Smaracheck 

Jan. 23 Dave Burdis 

Jan. 24 Joe Balogh 

Jan. 26 Sharon Roskovich 

Jan. 29 Brenton Weightman 

Jan. 31 Chad Day  

January Anniversaries 

Jan. 26 Doug & Nancy Cole  

Does your special day, or that of  
another member or friend of the church 

not appear here? Contact the church  
office to help us update our records. 

 

Coming Soon:  

Getting to Know You Luncheon 
Interested in joining the church or learning 
more about it? Watch the bulletin and your 
mail for the getting to know you luncheon, a 
time to get to know First Presbyterian, the 
PCUSA, and what it means to be a church 
member.  

Chicken Pies! We will be making chicken 

pies on Friday, January 13th. If you haven’t 
placed an order, call today! Because of the 
rising cost of materials, the price has been 
raised to $6 each. 

There’s always need for helpers! Chicken pie 
fundraisers are held on the second Friday of 
odd months: January, March, May, July, 
September, and November. 

 
 

We offer our condolences and 
prayers to our member, Don Brick, 

and family on the death of his  
brother Terry.  Condolences  

may be sent to 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Brick 
406 Seymour Drive 

West Newton PA 15089 
 

 

The family of  

Marlene Amoroso would like 

to thank everyone for their 

cards and prayers during 

her illness and passing. 



PLARN Group 

We will meet again for our mat-making 
sessions on Wednesday, January 11th.  
To date we have donated 30 mats to various 
organizations who minister to the homeless. 

We meet every Wednesday from 9 am to  
12 pm. Anyone who is available and wants  
to help is welcome to join us as we fold bags,  
cut strips, tie them together, crochet them into 
4’ x 6’ mats, and have a great time of 
fellowship. Want more information?  Call B.J. 
Thomas at 412-953-4852. 
 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Bible study resumes January 10th, weather 
permitting, at 2 pm in the Fellowship Hall.   
We will be returning to a verse-by-verse study 
format and will be deciding on the book at our 
next meeting. 

Support the Church . . . 

        While Shopping!          

If you regularly shop on Amazon.com, please 
remember to go to smile.amazon.com, 
instead.  It is the same company, products, 
and prices, but if you use Amazon Smile and 
choose First Presbyterian Church of Belle 
Vernon as your current charity, Amazon will 
send a portion of your purchase back to the 
church, at no additional cost to you. This is a 
great way to make money for the church while 
spending what you would have anyway. 

 
 

 

 

Church Directory 

Earlier this year you received a form asking 
for information so we can print a new church 
directory. We understand that the update 
form, a template printed directly from our 
database, was confusing. Yet, we need to 
reprint and want to include special dates, such 
as birthdays and anniversaries, as well. If you 
have not filled out the update form, this is the 
information we need for each member of your 
family:  

Name (full name, including preferred name), 
birthdate, wedding date (if applicable),  
address, phone numbers (home and cell). We 
will fill in baptism and membership dates from 
the church rolls. 

Thank you for your help. Questions?  Contact 
B.J. Thomas at 412-953-4852 or the church 
office.  Also, there will be a link available on 
our website to enter your information. 

Faith Promises 

            and the Future             

The Stewardship Committee would like to 
thank those of you who have returned your 
faith promise form, in order to help us plan for 
the new year.  

As you know, our budget is funded from 
several sources, including the manse rental, 
investment income, fundraisers, and regular 
support by our members and friends.  

According to the PCUSA, the great ends of 
the church are: 

• the proclamation of the gospel for the 
salvation of humankind,  

• the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship 
of the children of God;  

• the maintenance of divine worship;  

• the preservation of the truth; 

• the promotion of social righteousness; and 

• the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to 
the world.  
(Book of Order 2019, F-1.0304) 

A faith promise is a prayerful statement of 
what you believe God will provide that you can 
return to God for the support the church so we 
can work toward these ends.   

To make a onetime gift  
or to sign up for online  
giving, scan this QR  
code with your mobile  
device. All donations  
are processed through  
the Presbyterian  
Foundation and VANCO Giving 
Services and are secure and protected. 
 



Communion Offering 
Natalie Brewer, Mission Committee Chair 

The January Communion Offering will go to 
our own Helping Hands Fund.  This fund was 
established as a benevolence fund to assist 
our members in crisis situations.  Thank you 
for helping in January and throughout the 
year. 

We are working on the 2023 Communion 
Offering Calendar. If you have suggestions for 
ministries to support, please feel free to 
contact Natalie or any other member of 
Mission Committee. Thank you for ongoing 
support of our Mission Committee.  

Natalie Brewer, Chair  
Judy Latchem, Lori Lamberski,  

Nancy Komlos, Eileen Kunca  
 

Blessing Box 
 

Our Blessing Box has become a true blessing 
to our community. It is visited often, and 
people from the community donate often, as 
well as receiving from it. In fact, this past 
month we received two boxes of food for the 
box from people outside of the church. 

We are in need of more items for our 
Blessings Box. If you can, please donate non-
perishable food, hats, scarves, gloves, 
blankets, etc. Please contact the church office 
at 724-929-7616. Thank you.  
 

December Missions Giving  

Among other mission support by the 
congregation, the following checks were 
issued because of your faithfulness: 

Christmas Joy Offering $160 

Rostraver Food Pantry $221 

Washington Twp Food Pantry $221 

Presbyterian Hunger Fund $240 

Food and Fellowship Donations 
F&F and 2¢ a Meal donations 

 

 

Thanks to 
everyone who 
took an Angel 
Tag of a child 
for the 
Salvation 
Army for our 

local children. Between the members of our 
church and a group of ladies outside of the 
church that Natalie belongs to, we were able 
to send wish list gifts for 31 children in our 
area. Imagine the excitement on Christmas 
morning! What a blessing! Thank you again 
and have a wonderful new year! 

Santa Cop Program 
 

Several of our members were featured on the 
Rostraver Twp Police Department Facebook 
page! 

Volunteers purchased and wrapped presents 
for more than 350 children Thursday, 
December 9, 2022. Donations made by the 
community were turned into Walmart gift 
cards, and volunteers (including our pastor) 
shopped for individuals on the tree. Gifts were 
taken to the Rostraver Central Fire Dept., 
where gifts were wrapped into the early hours.  
Remaining gifts were taken to the high school 
where wrapping was finished the following 
day. Members of Belle Vernon Area High 
School’s Interact Club distributed the gifts to 
families in need before the holiday. 

In addition, Bag Brigade volunteers were 
stationed at the Santa Cop event receiving 
donations for their program. Sally Barcelona 
said the group feeds families “52 weeks a 
year.” 

M I S S I O N S  A T  F P C  
 



Food and Fellowship  

           in the News!            

An MVI photojournalist visited our F&F in 
December, putting Sharon Zunic (and a few 
others in the background) on the front page!  
Each month (excluding July and August) our 
members donate food and time to feed people 
in our community. 

 

The work our members do each month is 
phenomenal, and those who attend are 
thankful for the opportunity to eat and to 
fellowship together. 

The meal is free, and donations received are 
distributed equally between the Washington 
Twp./Fayette City food pantry, Rostraver/Belle 
Vernon food pantry, and the Presbyterian 
Hunger Fund. 

Interested in helping? Talk to Sharon or to 
Jane Bonari or just show up at 10:30 on the 
third Tuesday to help cook, serve, visit with 
neighbors, or clean up!   

 

FIRST FRUITS 

Fruit Fruits are given annually to support the 
Presbytery, the Synod, and the PCUSA. The 
amount this year is $43.50 per member of our 
church.  

 

MOSES at Sight and 

Sound Theater 

The Sight and Sound theatre in Lancaster will 
be performing the story of Moses next spring. 
Your friends at Rehoboth Presbyterian Church 
have planned an overnight bus trip to share 
this awesome experience for April 27 -28, 
2023 (Thursday to Friday) and would like to 
extend an invitation to any of you who may 
want to join them.  

Cost of $230* per person includes ticket to the 
performance, hotel room (based on double 
occupancy), bus transportation (with bagged 
lunch on first day), and buffet dinner at 
Hershey Farms.  

On Friday, we’ll start out with breakfast at the 
hotel, then shopping at Kitchen Kettle and Bird 
in Hand Farm Markets, before returning home 
by evening. (This after breakfast plan is a 
suggestion for now. We’ll see what the group 
decides.) Please contact Ed and Becky 
(Mutich) Moore at 412-370-0992 if interested.  
Deposit of $80 requested by January 1, 2023. 
Balance due April 3, 2023. 

*This cost is based on a group of 40 and will 
be lowered to $215 if 50 in the group. 
 
 

Missed a call?  How to hear a missed message.  

1. Call 877-698-3261 from the number where you 
received the call. 

2. Press 1 to hear the recent message.   
3. The system will tell you when the message 

was sent and ask you if you want to hear it. 
Press 1 to listen. 

If you are having problems listening to messages, 
or don’t seem to be receiving them, please let the 
church office know as soon as possible. 

  

COMMUNITY NEWS 



Bible Retirement 

You might have noticed that our Bibles have 
been gathered at the ends of the pews for a 
little while now. Several of the old Bibles are 
well worn, and pastor noticed that half of the 
pew Bibles are an older translation, different 
from that which she uses in the pulpit. The 
remaining Bibles are the New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV), which is easier to 
read and understand. Whether you read along 
in a pew Bible, your own Bible, or on the 
screen, pastor encourages everyone to read 
along in worship. 

Beginning in the new year, we will include the 
page number in the NRSV Bibles for those 
who want to read along from a pew Bible. We 
are still working on how to distribute the 
remaining Bibles throughout the chancel.  

We are retiring the older, red RSV Bibles, 
many of which were dedicated to a loved one 
or family member. Here you will find a listing 
of the RSV Bibles that were previously 
dedicated. We invite you to peruse the list to 
see if there are any that were dedicated to 
someone in your family that you would want to 
have. You may contact Sharon Zunic, worship 
committee, to obtain these Bibles donated to 
your family member. If you want one but don’t 
have anyone on the list, please allow those 
listed to get theirs first. Bibles that are not 
claimed will be donated. 

If you are receiving one of the Bibles and want 
to provide a replacement dedication, feel free 
to make a Memorial Fund donation labeled 
“worship,” including the dedication you wish to 
make. These funds will be used in the future 
when we need to purchase Bibles or hymn 
books in the future. 

Dedicated to Given by 

Mr. Wm Cummings ................ Mrs. Wm Cummings 

Mr & Mrs Thomas Nicoden ... Edith & Paul Nicoden
 ................................................ M/M J. Robert Mills 

James Carrick ......................... Mrs. James Carrick 

Mrs. Mary P. Cook ............. M/M Robert Croushore 

Dickie Fields ............................ M/M Richard Fields 

M/M George Wilkinson ...... M/M Thomas Wilkinson 

Dedicated to Given by 

Loved Ones ............................ Carl Strenske family 

M/M Oscar L. Strenske .......... Mrs. Wm Cummings 

Glory of God ............................................. Talmans 

Carl Strenske ................................. 1st Presby HOA 

Dr. Waite ......................................... Mrs. RJ Waite 

Mrs. JW Rutledge .......................... Rutledge family 

James Carrick, father ................ Dr. George Carrick 

M/M Charles Lambert ................. M/M David Scholl 

Mrs. LuLu Jones .................................. Ralph Clark 

Ralph Clark .............................. Mrs. Rose Vaccaro 

M/M George Bolton .................... Wm Bolton, father 

Alex Totedo, father ............ Adele & Michael Konek 

Mrs. Anna Harn ............................... M/M Cliff Harn 

M/M Harold Toner .......................................... Choir 

Mrs. Harriet Jefferies ......... M/M Byron Weightman 

Loved Ones ................................. Earl Cook family 

George .......................................... Laverne Lahew 

Alex Turda .................................... Mrs. Alex Turda 

Ralph Clark ....................................... Clem Gigliotti 

Loved Ones ............... M/M C Raymond Armstrong 

John S. Means ....................... M/M John Means, Jr 

Glory of God ................................. M/M John Flack 

Mrs. TG Brown ......................... Mrs. R Alex Brown 

William Price .................................... Dorothy Martz 

Charles Strenske ................ Mrs. Charles Strenske 

Mrs. Myrtle Waugaman .... M/M Donald Wargaming 

Thomas Muir .............................. Mrs. Thomas Muir 

John E Mobley, 
Henry Watterson ..................... Mrs. John E Mobley 

Martha Polen ............................... J F Polen Family 

Robert Lazzari  

Lucinda Lazzari Gibson ............. Mrs. Betty Lazzari 

Loved Ones ...............................M/M James Jones 

Miss Mary Hotz .......................... Regular SS Class 

Jean Strenske ................................................ HOA 

John Bell ........................................................ HOA 

  

Your word is a  
lamp for my feet and  
a light for my path 

Psalm 119:105 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Street, Rostraver Twp., PA 15012  

Church Offices: 511 Fayette Street 
Office Hours: M - F: 9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone: 724-929-7616  
Fax and Fellowship Hall Phone: 724-929-0209 

e-mail: office@fpresbv.org 
Web: www.fpresbv.org 

 
Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
YouTube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletins and newsletter available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday: Worship: 10 am 
Tuesday: Bible Study: 2 pm  

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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