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Another school year and we are on the fast 
track to the end of 2021.  I remember the 
excitement of August—new school clothes and 
supplies, meeting new teachers for the first 
time, and of course, the last big picnic of the 
year on Labor Day!   

We have several students entering school this 
year.  Some will be in elementary, a few in 
middle and high school, and several entering 
college.  Let’s pray for our kids and youth, that 
they will have a great, safe year of learning and 
growth.   

Also, I want to put together a prayer and contact 
list for our college students, so we can pray for 
them and encourage them throughout the year.   
If you have a student in college this year, please 
contact the church office with their contact 
information. 

I was talking to a friend the other day, who 
asked me about our church.  I bragged on all of 
you incessantly, telling her about your commit-
ment to making (and keeping) First Presbyterian 
a lighthouse for Christ to this area.   

As we enter this new season of the year, might I 
ask you to once again consider how you can 
continue to be part of the ministries here?  Paul 
tells us in 1 Corinthians 12:  4 Now there are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there 
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation 
of the Spirit for the common good. 

The human body is an amazing machine, and it 
needs each part to function well and efficiently.  
So is the body of Christ in the local church—
God gifts each of us with varying skills, ideas, 
strengths, and energy levels so we can do the 
work set before us.  But without each of us 
doing our part, the body cannot fulfill its purpose 

and calling.   

This fall my goal is to redevelop our committee 
structure and to provide an invitation to each of 
you to join in that structure if you haven’t in the 
past.  Whether in Christian education, property, 
stewardship, finance, worship, fellowship, or 
many other essential activities, your part will 
make a difference not only in our local 
congregation, but in the lives of those in our 
community and beyond as we live out the 
Gospel in our midst.   

Will you pray about your calling from the Lord?  
Ask God what you can bring to the mix as we 
continue to seek God’s plan and will for FPC. 
Do you have ideas for ministry and outreach?  
Tell me about it?  This is God’s church, but you 
are an integral part of it.  Let’s take what God 
has given us and continue to work together on 
the journey! 

Blessings 

 
 

Pray for . . .  

The people of Haiti after the devastation of the 
earthquake and storms. 

The people of Sudan and other countries  

struggling with war and famine 

The people of Afghanistan, for their protection and 
strength in the light of danger. 

Those in California and across the country 
endangered by wildfires. 

The people in Tennessee whose homes were 
ravaged by flash floods. 

Individuals throughout our country and the world who 
are victims of human trafficking. 

Those in our community who are struggling with 
addiction in all its forms.  

From the Pastor 



Our Annual Flea 
Market will be held on 
Friday, September 3rd 
and Saturday the 4th 
from 9 am - 1 pm. 

The church will be 
open to drop off your 
clean, useable items 
on Monday, August 
30th through Thursday, September 2nd from 10 
am -12 noon. We will also be open Tuesday 
evening the 31st from 6-8 pm. We will not 
accept any items after noon on Thursday.  

Large items, such as furniture, can be brought 
once the tents are up, most likely Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

No TVs, VCRs, or computer monitors 
will be accepted. 

If you need a different drop off time, please call 
Linda Aten or Susan Aten at 724-929-6406. If 
you need assistance carrying items into the 
church, please call and let us know, and we will 
try to find someone to assist you. However, if 
you have an able-bodied family member or 
friend who can assist you, please bring them 
with.  

We will need a lot of assistance unpacking and 
pricing items. We will also need help after the 
Flea Market to pack up the unsold items and 
carry them outside to the person who will take 
the items away.  

For the safety of all, everyone—vaccinated or 
not—must wear a mask in the facility. With the 
rise of Delta variant in our area, we want to 
keep everyone safe and healthy, especially 
those who cannot get the vaccine at this time.  

A Big Thank You . . . 

to John and Kay Conger and Rosemary 
Strenske who labored in the heat to work on the 
church landscaping in preparation for the Peach 
Festival.  What a blessing!  

We are considering putting together a “grounds 
crew” for those interested in helping keep the 
church grounds upkept and looking good.  Of 
course, this crew would be a part of the 
Property Committee.  If you are interested in 
being a part of this endeavor, contact John 
Conger.

Thank you to everyone who 
worked hard to make our 
Peach Festival a success. 
After taking last year off the 
festival was welcomed back.  
The car cruise, bake sale, 
peach shortcake, the 
delicious food, and of 
course, the peach pies were 
all a hit. The crew of dough rollers produced 
approximately 176 peach pies on several days. 
These pies helped our church festival have a 
profit of $2318.06! 

My personal thanks to my daughter Kim Zunic 
and Bill Callaway for picking up the peaches.  I 
also want to thank the tent crews, the chefs, 
those who made food and helped to sell it, the 
bake sale ladies, those who donated needed 
supplies (Crisco, flour, sugar, ice), the peelers 
who relaxed and enjoyed fellowship while doing 
their job, and the hard-working group that 
tirelessly made the pies.   

Thanks, as well, to Ken and Marilyn Amrick, 
who coordinated the Car Show. 

Finally, all of us at First Presbyterian want to 
thank the people of the local communities for 
your support. 

Sharon Zunic 
 



September Birthdays     

Sept. 1 Kerry McCorkle 

Sept. 4 Tessa Rodriguez 

Sept. 19 Tatum Rodriguez 

Sept. 20 
Cicely Rutherford 

Raelyn Weightman 

Sept. 29 Cody Callaway 

 

September  Anniversaries 

Sept. 7 Bill & Eileen Kunca  

Sept. 13 Duane & Kay Nelson  

Sept. 15 Scott & Jane Jupin  

Sept. 17 Bob & Sharon Roskovich  

Sept. 18 Bob & Nora Gibson  

Sept. 22 Dennis & Barb Peters 

Tom & Elaine Bair 
 

Sept. 24 Nathan & Jennifer Bukovitz  

Sept. 30 Mike & Nancy Komlos   

Does your special day, or that of another 
member not appear here?  Contact the 

church office to help us update our records. 

2021 Vacation Bible School Wrap Up 

2021 VBS “Knights of the North Castle” is in 
the books! The children interacted with Sparky 
the Ice Dragon, watched Bible stories to 
complete the quest for the King’s Armor and 
learned to “be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his power” (Ephesians 6:10). Our 
“knights” rotated through stations where they 
played games, conducted science 
experiments, completed crafts, listened to Bible 
stories, and sang songs.  

Thank you to all who made this year’s VBS a 
great success, including those who set up 
tents, decorated the church, provided and 
served snacks, took pictures, registered 
children, led groups, ran stations, and 
volunteered to help where needed.  

We also want to thank those who made 
monetary donations to defray the cost of the 
program.  Because of you, we were able to 
provide a fun experience for the youth in our 
community.  

Preparations for next year’s VBS are already 
underway. We are looking forward to meeting 
Beacon the Puffin for “Discovery on Adventure 
Island” to find the five Infinity Lanterns by 
learning how God’s light shines! “Arise! Shine! 
Your light has come, the Lord’s glory has 
shone you!” (Isaiah 60:1). 

   Mary Beth Burkley  

Blessing of the Backpacks 
During the Youth Sunday service on August 
22nd, we blessed the 
backpacks and 
collected school 
supplies and 
backpacks for needy 
children through 
Westmoreland 
Children’s Bureau. It 
was late notice, but 
several of you were 
able to contribute.  
The children and 
youth also received a backpack tag to remind 
them that God is always with them.  



How nice would it be to have a 
pavilion at our church to use? 

Our tents are getting older, as well as our 
congregation members who put up the tents. 
There are times when the tents are put up and 
the rain and wind take them down before they 
are used. If we had a pavilion, all we would 
need to do is bring up the tables and chairs.  

Currently, we use the tents for VBS, Blessing of 
the Animals, the Peach Festival, and the Flea 
Market. Imagine having a Sunrise Service 
outside or having the church picnic on our own 
property. The session is interested in hearing 
your feedback on this idea.  

Please take the time to think and pray about 
what is best for our church. There are index 
cards on the windowsills to give comments or  
to volunteer for tent duty so the Property 
Committee knows who to connect with for 
assistance.  

Membership Class 

If you have been attending and are ready to 
either transfer your membership from your 
former church or to join the congregation by 
affirmation of faith, we will be having a 
membership luncheon in September.  Watch 
the bulletin for schedule and for more 
information.  Of course, you can contact the 
church office, speak with the pastor, or make a 
note on the pew card and place it in the offering 
plate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group News 

BLESSING BOX PROJECT 
The Blessing Box, a suggestion 
by our youth group, is almost 
done!  Thanks to Ray Helster 
who did the research and built 
the box.  We are choosing a 
location and, hopefully, will 
dedicate it soon.  This addition will be a great 
way to minister to the underserved in our 
community.   

September Communion 

Offering 

On the first Sunday of each month, we take an 
additional, special missions offering. The 
Mission Committee schedules these offerings to 
support varied ministries throughout the year for 
more information, or to be a part of the Missions 
Committee, contact Natalie Brewer. 

The September Communion offering, which we 
received on Sunday, September 5th, will go to 
the North Belle Vernon Police Department. 
Envelopes can be found at the entrance or mark 
your check “Communion Offering.” 

Thank you for your faithfulness and kindness 
toward our community and those in need. 

Remaining Communion offerings in 2021 are: 

October:  Worldwide Communion/ 
PCUSA Peacemaking Offering 

November:  Fisher House of Pittsburgh  

December:  Helping Hands  

Community News 

Presentation on the History and 

Culture of Scotland 

On Saturday, September 11th, at 2 p.m., we will host 
a joint program with the Rostraver and Belle Vernon 
public libraries.  The program will include historical 
dress, a demonstration of Highland bagpipes, and 
ancient dances.  Call 724-929-6642 or 724-379-
5511, or stop by the library to register. 

The culture of Scotland played a large role in the 
history of the Presbyterian church.  Come and learn 
about the people who were our spiritual ancestors.  

Missed a Message? 

Just a reminder:  If you missed a broadcast  
phone message from the church: 

1. Call 877-698-3261 from the number where  
you received the call.  

2. Press 1 to select the most recent message,  
then press 1 again to confirm. 

That’s it!  Post this reminder near your phone  
so you have it handy when you need it.   

Of course, you can always call the church  
to get an update! 



1. Session wants to inform you that there is no 
basis to a rumor that we are dissatisfied 
with our current pastor.  We, as the 
session, give our full support to Pastor 
Glunt and look forward to our continuing 
ministry together.  

2. After trying to repair the aging lift to the 
fellowship hall, session decided to purchase 
a new, replacement stair lift. The cost will 
be approximately $7,000 and will make our 
fellowship hall handicap accessible once 
again. 

3. Session approved looking into the building 
of a pavilion between the church and parish 
house for church functions. Our tents are 
aging, as is our tent crew, and the tents 
won’t last much longer. A pavilion will give 
us a permanent outdoor space for gathering 
and celebrating together.  If you have any 
input, speak to Ray Helster or a member  
of session. Once we have a quote, we will 
bring it to the congregation. 

4. Session approved receiving Brett and Mary 
Lou Berish into the membership of our 
congregation. We are thankful that they are 
joining us on the journey along with our 
recent new members, David Neel, Lori 
Lamberski, Don Brick, and Thom and Dawn 
Kapolka! 

5. As of this Sunday, everyone, vaccinated or 
not, must wear a mask to enter the facility. 
Liturgists and the pastor will remove their 
masks when in the pulpit. With the rise of 
the Delta variant in our area, we want to 
keep everyone safe. Therefore, for your 
safety and those around you, please wear 

your mask, use hand sanitizer upon 
entering the facility, and be sure to sign in.  

6. Session approved use of the facility for our 
dartball team and the league. They will be 
following COVID guidelines for their safety 
and ours. 

7. A speed bump will be installed soon in the 
driveway from Fayette Street to discourage 
speeding through our parking lot. Please be 
aware. 

Once again, if you have a concern about the 
ministry  
or its administration, please feel free to 
contact Pastor Glunt directly or to meet 
with a session member along  
with Pastor Glunt. Thank you for your 
continued partnership on the journey. 

15 . . . speaking the truth in love, we 
will grow to become in every respect 
the mature body of him who is the 
head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the 
whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each 
part does its work. 
 

Your Session, 
Jane Bonari 
Natalie Brewer 
Mary Beth Burkley 
Dee Hepple 
Nancy Komlos 
Ray Helster 
Sharon Zunic, Clerk of Session 

 
 

  

Session Meeting Notes 
Thursday, August 19th 

 

Change to Online Giving Program 

Many of you have experienced the benefit of using GivePlus app for your online giving, but to 
make your experience even better, Vanco, our provider, is releasing a new, more flexible 

application for online giving.  The church will be making the transition in the next few weeks,  
and all users must transition to the new application before September 30th.  Watch the bulletin 
and/or your mail for more information and instructions once the church’s transition takes place. 

In addition, we will be adding a new feature—Give by Text.  With this feature people will be able 
to give to the church and or special offerings right from their cell phone through text message.  

Watch for more information. 
 



Total Due $_____________    (Payment due with order) 

Make checks payable to FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Questions? Contact Natalie at church office: 724-929-7616 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Apparel 

It’s been a few years since we sold First Presbyterian Church T-shirts. A lot of people missed out, need new 
ones, and we also have new members who may want one! This time around we decided to add crewneck 
sweatshirts and hoodies, especially for those cold months we have! These are great for us to wear together 
when we have a church function going on such as Food & Fellowship, fundraiser events, VBS, our Peach 
Festival, etc. Or you can just wear them whenever you want and represent our church at the same time! Order 
forms are available in the church office and in the church. Payment is due when you place your order. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the office at 724-929-7616. The deadline is September 12th! 
Don’t miss out! Get your order in! No late orders can be accepted.   



 



 
 
First Presbyterian Church 
501 Fayette Avenue 
Rostraver Twp. PA 15012 
 
 
 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
501 Fayette Avenue, Rostraver Twp., PA  15012  

Church Offices:  511 Fayette Avenue 
Office Hours:  M - F:  9 am to 1 pm 

Church Phone:  724- 929-7616      Fax:  724-929-0209 
e-mail:   office@fpresbv.org 

Web:  www.fpresbv.org 
 

Worship with us live or in person on  

Facebook: First Presbyterian Church Belle Vernon 
You Tube: First Pres BV 

Copy of bulletin available on our website www.fpresbv.org 
 

Sunday:  Worship: 10 am    ⬧     
Tuesday:  Bible Study: 2 pm  

Tuesday and Thursday:  Prayer Meeting in the Church 12–12:45 

We live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, service, and witness. As a Christ-
centered church empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek God's plan for each of us and all of us. We 

welcome everyone to journey with us as we strive to grow in love, faith, trust, and discipleship.  
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